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   The word “go” is found about 1,542 times in 

the Bible, depending on the translation being 

used.  An action word, the verb “go” implies 

movement, usually away from one place to    

another, and is often used as a command: 

   Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you.  Matthew 28:19-20 

  You did not choose me, but I chose you 

and appointed you so that you might go and 

bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that 

whatever you ask in my name, the Father will 

give you.   John 15:16 

go
go! 
go!  

go
go

go! 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”     

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”   Isaiah 6:8 

 

 

 

Where is God telling us to GO? 
 

To help heal? - To take food? - To listen?      

- To care for a child? - To give money?              

- To say “I’m sorry?” - To the Praise Band?                                    

- To take part in a mission trip?                                  

- To pray? - To change a relationship?                                          

- To sit quietly with a friend? - To learn?                              

- To build something new? - To welcome?    

- To teach?  - To forgive?   - To love? 
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The New View Library and reader’s corner... 

   Shortly after the most recent remodel of our church building, when even 

all the “old” rooms were refreshed and decorated, a substantial library was 

created in what’s known as the Martha Lounge on the main floor.  Thank 

you, Mary Platten, for heading that effort to sort, arrange, label, and create 

a space for all the interesting and educational books and audio tapes!  A 

labor of love, for sure. 

   As the congregation and especially committees began to find their       

preferred spaces in the newly designed facility, the Martha Lounge, with its 

very long conference table, became a main place for meetings, but not so 

much for sitting down to read a book.  Many didn’t even know the book-

shelves existed in a room where doors were often closed. 

   During the December Cookie Walk - with a Gift Shop set up in the Martha 

Lounge - the discussion turned to ideas for a library area that would get 

more traffic and use.  The Community Room, where coffee is often served 

and people sit around tables for leisurely conversations, was brought up as 

the logical choice.   

   So, a small group of volunteers chose about 1/3 of the existing books, 

moved them along with two of the bookshelves into the corner of the    

Community Room, added some extra chairs and soft lighting, and Voila’!  

We have a New View Readers Corner!  

   Feel free to sit for while and read, or check out a book for a couple of 

weeks.  The original check out box with index cards is on a shelf, BUT,  

nothing’s been organized in it yet!  So, for now, just leave a note in the box 

with your name, the name of the book and date you’re checking it out.  We 

trust you’ll bring it back for others to read.  Enjoy! 

This year, we want to see how carefully the Tower News (your church newsletter) is being read!       

In each issue, a question will be asked.  The answer will be written somewhere in the newsletter.                            

When you find it, email your name, phone #, and the full answer to: council@firstgb.org                                   

One name will be drawn before worship on the last Sunday of each month from                              

all correct answers received that month.  The winner will receive a $10 gas card.   

February question:  How should you describe the fruit? 



Meet Our New Interim Pastor, Jim McKenzie 

Tower News 

Dear Friends of First Church, 

     Hello. My name is Jim McKenzie and I have the privilege beginning February 1 of  

being your new Interim Minister. If you’re unfamiliar with this term, let me give you a 

working definition.  

     Interim ministry is what happens in the sacred space between one settled minister 

leaving and a new settled minister arriving. The Interim Minister is the one who serves 

the congregation for a contracted season as pastor and consultant during this time.   

This person is more than just a place-holder or pulpit supply pastor. The Interim Minister 

helps facilitate the pastoral transition in a caring, creative and professional manner that provides healing,   

stability, and hope for a much more successful outcome. 

     The Interim Minister arrives, as I said, between the two settled pastors, the one who has left and the one 

who is yet to come. It is in this “in-between-time” that the great opportunity exists for the congregation to do 

some critical work on discerning the answers to three primary questions: 

 - Who are we?            - Who is our neighbor?            - And what is our calling? 

     With these answers in hand, First Church will be better prepared to know who to invite as the new settled 

minister. Perhaps you can see how this is more a matter of “fit” and not just finding someone with the most 

impressive credentials. The number one mistake that churches make in hiring their new settled minister is 

with what I call “resume bias.” This is when more consideration is given to schools rather than skills and titles 

rather than talents. How much better it would be to find someone whose ministerial interests best fit the    

ministry of First Church. It’s your church. It’s your calling. And it’s your ministry as the body of Christ in this 

community. The day will come when an invitation will be offered to a new settled minister. But we have some 

important and exciting work to do first. 

     How will we do this work? How will we arrive at this understanding of who we are, who our neighbor is and 

what work we’ve been called to do as the church of Jesus? Well, I’m glad you asked! I’d like to suggest that 

we hit the ground running. Starting immediately following our worship service on February 12, we will hold a 

series of (8) one-half-hour meetings which I call our “Holy Conversations.” This is where the fun begins. We 

will tell stories of the history of First Church, key moments, core values, what it means to be a covenant   

community, the moments when you’ve been most proud and fulfilled, the times you’ve felt pain and            

disappointment, how you would describe the soul of this church and your sense of where God is in this    

transition. My ability to assist you as Interim Minister depends greatly upon your willingness to have these 

conversations with me. I hope you’ll join me. In the meantime, drop me an email (jmm12453@gmail.com) or 

give me a call (414) 405-6666 (I know!) letting me know who you are and where your heart is.  

I really want to know. 

 

Walking shoulder to shoulder with you, 

Pastor Jim 
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Executive Council News 

Reminder!  Complete Executive Council minutes are available in the left drawer at 

the ushers station just outside the sanctuary.  The council meets the third Thurs-

day of each month, generally at 5:30 pm.  Ten minutes are available at the start of 

each meeting for questions or comments from members/friends.  There is a two-

minute time limit for each speaker.  Contact Connie Meyer, secretary, at least two 

weeks prior to the meeting if you want to address the council.   Following are 

general topics from the January 18th  meeting: 

 

⚫ Building & Grounds - The pastor’s office will receive a new coat of paint 

(all members of council and guests were able to help choose the color after the 

meeting) and cabinet handles will be replaced.  The cost for replastering the 

back stairwells needs to be voted on at the congregational meeting. 

⚫   Christian Ed - The schedule for Praise School has changed because so 

many families go away or have Sunday activities (ie sports).  From January 

through May, there will be no PS on the first Sunday of the month, then will be 

held the 2nd and 3rd Sundays.  Kids are still very engaged when they come 

and parents are happy with the program.  Working on getting adult classes 

started up again. 

⚫  Membership - Planning an all-church dance in the lower level in March; the 

last one we had was fun.  There will be food available.  Membership is also 

reaching out to church members and friends just to stay in touch and chat. 

⚫ Outreach - Would like to meet with the interim pastor before making any 

new outreach plans. 

⚫ Stewardship - Is going to arrange for a financial review of the church’s fi-

nancial records and accounting processes.  This hasn’t been done in many 

years.  Giving increased in the last month of 2022. 

⚫ Old business - We may not need a separate mediator to help heal our con-

gregation as the prospective interim minister (McKenzie) may provide some of 

that; at the very least, we need to wait to make a decision on hiring a mediator 

until we know whether Jim McKenzie accepts our offer to hire him. 

⚫ New business - Lori Wirtz has agreed to the appointment to fill the vacant 

vice president position on the Executive Council.  A vote was taken to approve 

the appointment and was passed.   

⚫  (The full council (sans Dave Thaldorf, who was in Florida) and the Pastor 

Parish Committee met with Jim McKenzie, a UCC interim pastor, earlier in the 

week and learned a lot about what interim pastors “do,” and about his own 

background, style, beliefs, and fees.  At the same time, he listened to our story, 

concerns, challenges, hopes.  After Pastor McKenzie left the meeting, every-

one agreed that he was what we needed at this time and agreed that we 

should invite him to be our interim pastor.)  At council, it was decided that Tina 

should reach out to Pastor McKenzie as soon as possible to discuss his and 

our interest in hiring him. 

At this time, in lieu of a full audit which 

the committee had proposed and 

which would cost thousands of dollars, 

a less extensive process - a financial  

review - was arranged and took place 

on January 28 in the main office. 

Rachel, a member of our church and 

CPA professional, met with our two 

financial secretary staff and two mem-

bers of the Stewardship Committee.  

Rachel reviewed our bank statements, 

balance sheet, general ledger, and 

bank reconciliation for recent months.  

She felt the church is in a “good spot” 

at this time and offered some “best 

practices” that will make our processes 

more efficient and stronger.  Just some 

suggestions were to continue to have 

an annual financial review, to move to 

the Cloud for more security and 

streamlined access.   

Rachel, who grew up at First UCC and 

has heart for its ministry, will provide 

us with a full report of her findings and 

other suggestions.  We thank her for 

her expertise, generosity, and the  time 

given for this, while she was back 

home in Green Bay visiting her family. 

Stewardship Committee:  Ken Wirtz, 

Lori Wirtz, Pat Truttmann, Tom       

Karman, Mike Wickman, and the 

church financial staff. 

 

Stewardship Committee helps develop 

stewardship as a way of life in a 

church, an attitude of mind and heart 

expressed in action; emphasizing that 

all people, things, and experiences are 

gifts from God.  

Stewardship 
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Membership 

Get your dancing shoes on! 

The Membership Committee is joining together 

with A2J...our church youth group, to bring you: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a REPEAT EVENT, because the first one, 

pre-Covid, was such a good time!  We’ll all meet 

in the lower level of church on Sunday,  

March 12, for food, Fox Trot (what?), and fun. 

Whether you come to dance or just watch the ac-

tion while enjoying a meal and conversation, we 

think you’ll like it.  Mark the date on your calen-

dar and watch for more details coming soon! 

The Membership team has also been intention-

ally connecting with church members and 

friends…calling, visiting, sending cards, because 

everyone needs to know they are always thought 

about and important to our church family.  

Remember, it’s up to each of us to invite others 

to worship services or to watch online worship or 

to come to special events.  Jesus said, “GO!” 

Let’s do it. 

DANCING              

THROUGH              

THE AGES! 

Music and Worship 

The Praise Band is always interested in hav-

ing new musicians and singers join the 

group.  And worship leaders - those who 

make announcements or do special readings 

or help guide the service - are also welcome.  

Some have said, they could “never be up 

there” to play, sing, or lead.  In fact, most of 

those “up there” now, probably said the same 

thing at one time, when the Praise Band and 

worship leaders just began and no one had 

an idea of what to do or how to do it.  That 

was about 20 years ago.   

Confidence comes with lots of practice, work-

ing through ideas with the pastor and worship 

team, personal prayer, and God’s regular 

heart-nudging.  Knowing that God blesses 

this work has allowed musicians and worship 

leaders to grow in their roles.  If you’d like to 

give it a try, just walk up to any in the group 

after worship and start the conversation.  

Then, perhaps, you’ll find your band horn 

tucked away in a closet or remember your 

days in the drama club or school choir.  

(It also helps to set a Christian radio station  

in your car or stream the music online.         

K-Love is a popular station at 105.3; many in 

our church listen to it regularly!  And Q90FM 

plays many of the songs we sing...another 

good choice.  Plus, both stations have uplift-

ing commentary.  Check them out!)   

Another RE-BOOT after Covid!  It’s time  

to start building our usher teams again.   

Ushers welcome people into the sanctuary, 

hand out materials, locate seating, keep  

attendance numbers, know steps to handle 

an emergency, and more.  Please consider 

signing up.  

Or Elbow Bumps!  Eye Smiles!                                

Friendly Hellos! 

WELCOME  



Christian Education 
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We’ve learned that many families travel a lot on 

weekends and kids are here or there...not always 

in town for Praise School.  We feel this new 2023 

schedule will allow for “away time” as well as for 

engaging learning experiences at church.  Families 

do not have to belong to our church for kids to    

attend; invite friends to come along! 

 Set-in-stone Sunday dates for      

February—May 2023 are: 

February 12 & 19;  March 12 & 19;                 

April 16 & 23;  May 14 & 21. 

“Plus Sundays”                                           

(Opportunities to lead skills classes) 

February 26,   March 26,   April 30,   May 28 

In February, we continue our “Life of Jesus” focus 

with creative projects and stories about the start of 

Jesus’ ministry...His baptism in the Jordan River 

and 40-days in the desert tempted by Satan.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

Lower level praise school 

January dioramas of                                                  

the holy family fleeing Bethlehem. 

Check the website for church updates: firstgb.org 

A2J (Addicted 2 Jesus) youth 

After Christmas break, we started the new year with 

fun times hanging out and attending Districts 2023, 

where we gathered with 3,300 other youth from the 

area and spent the weekend worshipping Jesus!   

Highlights were hearing popular Christian speaker 

and pastor, Dan Lian, and listening to the awesome 

in-house worship band.  We’ll be starting our weekly 

in-church faith lessons soon and are very excited to 

share with you what we learned from Districts 2023 

as we lead the Ash Wednesday worship service at   

6:30pm, February 22.      

Dan Lian, Teaching  

Pastor, New Spring 

Church, South Carolina. 
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We can give hope to our                  

hungry neighbors by contributing 

canned goods and cash on or around 

Souper Bowl Sunday  

February 12 

                              

 At worship bring in canned soup 

and/or make a donation to the a local 

food pantry.  Canned goods can be 

placed on the altar. 

Do you watch worship online?  You 

can bring/send your donation to the 

church office prior to or after Febru-

ary 12.  Just indicate it is for Souper 

Bowl Sunday.    

Think about how abundantly we are 

blessed.  Think about how much will be 

spent on football and gatherings on 

February 12th!   Then, consider sharing 

with your neighbors in need.   

Mark your calendar. Don’t miss this op-

portunity to be the hands and heart of  

Jesus Christ. 

Check the website for church updates: firstgb.org 

Outreach 

Our next gathering will be              

Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 5:30 p.m. 

Bring your Bible or                                          

Bible App and join us                                        

at The Village Grille                                          

on Hoffman Road in                                         

Allouez for this casual                                          

and friendly BIBLE                                        

AND BREW discussion group.    

We will gather to talk about our faith in a safe, 

non-judgmental setting.  Sometimes we just talk 

about how God is currently working in our lives 

or, sometimes, how we wonder where He is. 

A focus topic is provided to get the conversation 

going, but you are always encouraged to bring 

your own questions or a topic of interest.  In 

fact, some of our best discussions have been 

those started with a question or idea from par-

ticipants! 

 

 

 

 

 

We gather at 5:30 p.m. and, those who want to, 

order a meal.  Just let us know you are coming, 

and we can wait for you, or arrive when you can 

and stay as long as you wish.  We generally 

conclude around 7:30pm.   

If you have questions or want to let us know 

you’re interested, give Lori a call in the office.    

Oh! You don’t have to drink beer to be part of 

this group.  Brewed tea, coffee, soda, or just 

water all work very well.    

BIBLE and BREW 

This event is happening soon.   

Mark your calendar. 
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In the last Tower News, we asked about taking a bus 

trip to the Fireside Theater in Fort Atkinson for a Sun-

day play.  Six people responded with feedback.  The 

comments leaned toward not going that far, with the 

idea that we could find other options closer to home. 

The cost for the longer trip and a play was also a con-

cern for many.  So...we will be putting three shorter 

trips together to Northeast Wisconsin attractions: one 

in March, one in July, and one in October.  YOU are 

welcome to join the planning team!  To sign up, email 

council@firstgb.org or call the church office. 

Small Groups 

Planned Giving 

GRANTS ALERT!                                                      

Spring Disbursement Requests           

due in the office by Feb. 27! 

Do you have or know of a special ministry, 

program, or project that could use extra fund-

ing?  If yes, pick up a yellow form found in the 

wall holder at the Welcome Desk and see if 

the ministry fits into the categories listed and 

meets the stated requirements for funding.  

If yes, again, fill out the form and submit your 

request for funding to the church office  

between February 6 and February 27.  Our 

Planned Giving committee will review all  

requests and grant awards will be announced 

for the April annual meeting.  Thank you. 

ROAD TRIPPERS for ages (about) 55+ 

WOMEN’S GUILD CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

Over a dozen women and some men guests had a 

lovely Christmas Luncheon at the beginning of  

January at The Rite Place.  Above, in their holiday 

reds and bright smiles are Jeanne Van DenElzen 

and Connie Huff.  A good time for all. 

This new committee got off the ground about a year ago, developing a fresh church logo along with a new 

newsletter “look,” designing and mailing colorful postcards for special events, and more.  This year, we will 

be focusing on an organized process to be more visible in the community through posted flyers, on-site/ 

outdoor visual elements, and intentional/scheduled social media pushes.  YOU can help!  Whether driving 

around to hang up flyers or sitting at a computer posting messages or using any other “GO” skills in be-

tween, the Marketing Committee can use YOU!   Our next meeting will be Monday, February 27, 6 pm. In 

the Fireside Room at church.  Please come to hear more!  Snacks and refreshments, of course!  

Marketing Committee meeting! 



February Calendar  
For more information on any of these events,  

go to www.firstgb.org or call the office, 437-4164.  

Wed. 1:  6:00 pm—A2J Youth Group 

Sun. 5:  9:00 am—Worship 

  10:00 am—Praise School  

Tues. 7:  9:30 am—Bible Study 

Wed. 8:  6:00 pm—A2J Youth Group 

Sun. 12:  9:00 am—Worship—Souper Bowl Sunday 

  10:00 am—Praise School for All Ages 

Tues. 14:  9:30 am—Bible Study 

  11:30 am—Friends Who Care 

Wed. 15:  6:00 pm—A2J Youth Group  

Thurs. 16:  5:30 pm—Executive Council Meeting 

Sun. 19:  9:00 am—Worship 

  10:00 am—Praise School  

Tues. 21:  9:30 am—Bible Study 

Wed. 22:  6:00 pm—A2J Youth Group 

  6:30 pm—Ash Wednesday  Worship 

Sun. 26:  9:00 am—Worship 

  10:00 am—Praise School  

Tues. 28:  9:30 am—Bible Study 

  5:30 pm—Bible and Brew 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

2  Kristy Pederson 

 Matthew Mundt 

5  Dale Vollrath 

 Tom Brenkus  

6 Mason DeGroot 

9 Amelia Maccoux 

10 Maya Darmawan 

12 Aidyn Dyer 

13  Kris Zacharias 

 Henry Popelars 

14  Val Whitstone 

 Bill Pagel 

 Zach Goblisch 

15 Heather Dembroski 

17 Amy Kempf 

18  Danielle Burroughs 

 Dan Mundt 

19  Audrey Salzbrun 

 Dennis Forrest 

 Chris Hellmann 

21  Bob Mahn  

23 Nancy Kohrman 

24 Mike Meyer 

25 Nick Manning 

27 Heather Bogacz 

29 Brian Burroughs 

6:30 February 22         
Worship Service 

For God so LOVED the 

World, that He gave us 

His only Son.         

An incredible           

Valentine. 

http://www.firstgb.org/

