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An open arms community where we welcome, love, serve, and share our faith with everyone. 

“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same                                                    

attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had.”  Romans 15:5    

Inside: 

⚫ Much appreciation!  

⚫ Thank you to Pastor Adam 

⚫ Our first Church Family Story! 

⚫ Meet our new Outreach chair. 

⚫ Executive Council /  Committees   

⚫ Programs / Small groups / Misc.     

⚫ Schedule / Birthdays / Financials 

SOMETIMES, 

THE JOURNEY IS 

LONG, TIRING, 

AND HARD. 

   An epic winter storm covered most of the nation 

just prior to and over Christmas weekend this year.  

Looking at the big picture, flights were delayed or 

canceled, strings of cars and trucks piled onto 

each other along slippery highways, thousands of 

people never made it to family gatherings. 

   Closer to home, schools closed, power was out in some areas, lines were long at the gas pumps, and pharmacies had 

empty cold and flu medicine shelves.  Churches lifted up prayers of much sadness and also for grand occasions. 

   For many, it was a long, tiring, and hard Christmas week, and yet, here we are on the other side with stories to tell and 

big hopes for the new year ahead.  We continue to find joy in the birth of Jesus and look forward to Epiphany, Jan. 6, 

when the three kings / wise men / Magi arrived at the manger to offer Him gifts.  We look forward to these holy events 

every year, knowing there will often be rocks, storms, tumult along the way...and always the light of Christ to guide us.   

The darkest nights                                 
produce the brightest stars. 
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Big Applause & Thanks All Around! 

From beautifully decorating the church for the     

holidays (and always)...  

to doing readings and lighting candles... 

         to playing instruments and singing songs with the 

same joy shown in hundreds of services before... 

to always jumping up to collect                  the offering... 

to moving furniture, cleaning                  the sanctuary, fixing 

things, scrubbing and waxing floors, taking out trash... 

to baking cookies and peeling apples, sitting at the 

Scrip table week after week, planning and carry-

ing out fundraisers... 

to greeting people at the door, making and               

serving coffee and treats, helping with the               

nursery, Praise School, Youth Group, adult groups... 

to saying “yes” to being on council or committees where 

much work is done and many heavy decisions are made... 

to mowing the lawn, cleaning out garden beds, and keeping 

lovely floral displays at the entrance door... 

THANK YOU for sharing your gifts of time,  

talents, inspiration, selflessness, and love. 

to all the many other volunteer efforts that often are done 

quietly and without expectation of any reward... 



Thank You Pastor Adam and Family. 

JaNae 

Seth 

Verity 

Felicity 

   Adam 
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   Thank you, Pastor Adam, for the energy and new ideas you brought to First Church… 

many already initiated.  Thank you for the hours of planning and imagining and your 

guidance through myriad meetings while holding back in others to just learn. Thank you 

for lifting up Scripture and showing us your love of Biblical exploration and interpreta-

tion, even as some of us had to “listen harder” to a new style.  Thank you for sharing 

your struggles, dreams, humanness, and your understanding of “now generations.”  

Thank you to your family:  JaNae, who has been an integral part of our Praise School 

program, and your children - Verity, Felicity, and Seth - each                                             

one a unique treasure.  May God bless your paths always.  

  Parting Reflections 

Pastor Adam made me feel welcome from the first day I visited this 

church in June of 2021. I was looking for a welcoming community and 

also knew I  needed to rekindle my spiritual flame.  After the isolation of 

COVID, retirement from a 40-year career, and relocation to a new city, I 

was feeling adrift and insignificant.  My search for a church ended that 

day Pastor Adam spoke so authentically about contentment and tied that 

to scripture, teaching me to practice living knowing “I shall not want.”  

Sunday after Sunday, over the last year and a half, I felt as if Pastor 

Adam had peeked into my brain and formed a sermon topic that I needed 

to learn more about and that also touched my heart. Pastor Adam’s les-

sons from the Bible, his offering of key historical context, and stories from 

life helped equip me to be a stronger, healthier person, and a better serv-

ant of Christ.  I’ll be forever grateful to him. 

Connie Meyer 

Thank you Paster Adam for thoughtfully applying Christian     

teachings to our everyday lives, making them feel both worldly and 

personable at the same time. We found your discussion on grief  

particularly impactful. Your retrospect on family life was equal parts 

heartfelt and relatable. Most importantly, your message to see God 

in others, has made a lasting impact on our family.  

Luke and Renea Mertens  

Many members and friends have become close to Pastor 

Adam and his family during their time here.  If anyone 

would like to send a card or join in a “care response” for 

the Westriches over the next weeks, please contact Karen 

Mundt, who will coordinate mailings or drop-offs.  Thank 

you.  Email:  karenmundtgm@gmail.com. 
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Executive Council News 

Reminder!  Complete Executive Council minutes are available in the left drawer at 

the ushers station just outside the sanctuary.  The council meets the third Thurs-

day of each month, generally at 5:30 pm.  Ten minutes are available at the start of 

each meeting for questions or comments from members/friends.  There is a two-

minute time limit for each speaker.  Contact Connie Meyer, secretary, at least two 

weeks prior to the meeting if you want to address the council.   Following are 

general topics from the Dec. 15 and Dec. 20 meetings: 

 

⚫ Building & Grounds - There was a leak in the kitchen sink that required 

getting a plumber.  A car parked in the middle of the lot rarely moves, causing 

questions; will see if renter can be switched to a side space. 

⚫   Christian Ed - Linda Forrest, nursery supervisor, has created a new form 

for parents to complete with instructions and permissions.  We will continue to 

keep clearing out areas of unused furniture and materials in the lower level and 

third floor rooms so the spaces can be put to better use. 

⚫  Membership - Has called or met with a long list of people who haven’t been 

at church much lately, to bring them up to date, stay connected.  Planning an 

dance event  or spring. 

⚫ Stewardship - Is requesting a full audit which would include review of our 

processes.  Cost, $6,000.  Council requests a detailed cost proposal before 

proceeding with congregation vote. 

⚫ Old business - Follow-up on the request for congregational mediation:  

Tina reported that three mediators have been contacted, information from each 

was sent.  Need to decide on one and set a date to begin soon. 

⚫ Pastor’s Report - All worship services are planned through Jan. 8.  

Westrich family will attend JaNae’s grandma’s funeral this week and will go 

back to clean out her home between Christmas and New Year’s. 

⚫ Council President, Tina Truttmann made this announcement following wor-

ship on January 1, 2023: 

I have the unenviable job of informing you that Pastor Adam has submitted his resigna-

tion effective December 31, 2022. The job of a pastor is demanding. The steps Pastor 

Adam needs to go through for himself and his family related to his legal and personal 

healing process can not be compromised by church responsibilities. I can not stress 

enough how important this opportunity is for him to go through this process successfully 

for long term health. The council will be working with the Music & Worship Ministry 

Team to fill in at our services until we have an interim pastor in place, with the assis-

tance of our UCC Conference staff.  Prayers and support are needed for Pastor Adam 

and his family. Also, please pray for and support our church community as we navigate 

the road ahead. 

 ⚫  A potential, trained-as-an interim pastor has been contacted and is interest-

ed in meeting with council; he would possibly begin in February.   

 

 

The Stewardship Committee thanks 

everyone who has turned in their 

pledge card.  See where our red area 

was a month ago (above)?  It is now 

almost at the 60% mark, and we hope 

it will grow even more before our budg-

et meeting on Sunday, January 29. 

The amount you pledge is up to you 

and God.  Some may be able to give a 

lot, some may not be able to give at all 

at this time, but we would like to know 

you heard the pledge invitation.   

The thermometer above does not 

show how much is pledged, but how 

many cards were returned.  Pledge 

information is so helpful to create the 

church budget for 2023.  It gives us an 

idea of how much income we can 

count on for programming, staff, and 

facility expenses.  Thank you.! 

Stewardship Committee:  Ken Wirtz, 

Lori Wirtz, Pat Truttmann, Tom       

Karman, Mike Wickman, Staff: Lori 

Burroughs, Barb Meyer. 

A Stewardship Committee helps     

develop stewardship as a way of life in 

a church, an attitude of mind and 

heart expressed in action; emphasizing 

that all people, things, and experienc-

es are gifts from God.  

THE THERMOMETER   

IS RISING! 
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  When I was a little girl living in     

Illinois, I was fascinated with a paint-

ing my grandmother had in her home 

of Daniel in the lion’s den.  I knew the 

Bible story and the picture helped me 

imagine what it might have been like 

for Daniel to have such peace when 

danger was all around him.  After my 

grandparents passed, the picture was 

given away, and I thought I’d never 

see it again.  

   About 20 year’s later, my sister, 

Shirley, called me from her home in 

Texas, exclaiming that she’d found 

the Daniel painting (probably not ac-

tually THEE painting, but identical) at 

a flea market.  And not only that pic-

ture, but a companion painting, too. 

   I believe God knew how much that 

image meant to me.  Out of all the 

miles and years in between, out of all 

the flea markets that take place in 

Texas, out of all the possible places 

my sister might have gone that day, 

God connected all the strings to bring 

a favorite painting back to me.   

            Connie Huff     

    

If you have a personal story to tell about 

how God touched you, email coun-

cil@firstgb.org or call the office and we’ll 

help you write it up to fit this column.   

My Story Outreach 

Meet Chris Maki, who has been attending First UCC 

for quite a few years.  Both he and Randy recently 

became members and many know them as the cou-

ple who fostered four young siblings…without previ-

ous experience!  How we enjoyed watching and sup-

porting them, as their strong faith and loving hearts 

helped the children eventually reunite with their mom. 

With a “heart-to-help,” Chris has been appointed to the Executive Coun-

cil as Outreach Chair and will be voted on at the annual meeting to offi-

cially fill that position. Chris is interested in justice and peace issues and 

ways our congregation can respond to Jesus’ call to “love one another,” 

especially the broken. Here is a piece Chris researched and compiled: 

Follow the Broken 

Lately, I’ve thought a lot about the imperfections that we all have. I’m reminded 

of all the broken people throughout the Bible that were called to a place of 

greater purpose. 

Did you know that Moses had a speech impediment? Did you know that Noah 

was an alcoholic? Did you know that Joseph was abused or that Elijah was 

suicidal? 

How about Martha being a worrier or Rahab being a prostitute? And, we can’t 

forget Paul, who persecuted Christians before becoming one himself. 

Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of 

those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.” 

Peter, also known as Simon, denied Christ three times. Although “strong-willed 

and courageous,” he was also “quick to speak and impulsive.”  Even after the 

denial, Jesus forgave him. 

James and John, two brothers of Zebedee were coined by Jesus as the “Sons 

of Thunder” due to their stormy personalities and quick tempered nature.     

Despite their faults, Jesus called them to be two of the first disciples. John  

ended up as one of the writers of the Bible, writing five of its books.  James 

was the first to be martyred “at the slash of a sword.” 

Let’s not forget that Thomas, often referred to as “doubting Thomas,” did not 

believe Jesus had risen until he could feel his wounds. John 20:29 says, 

“Because you have seen me, you have believed.  Blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet believed.” Here we have someone that doubted Jesus, yet 

was still forgiven. 

It begs the question, “What would God not forgive?”                                       

Mathew 6:15 and 18:25 both say that if we do not forgive others, God Himself 

will not forgive us. 

Each and everyone of us is broken and we sin more than we care to admit. 

However, each and everyone deserves forgiveness. Forgive others, ask for 

amends for yourself, be the “broken forgiven” followers of our savior.  

CONNIE HUFF 



Christian Education 

A2J (Addicted to Jesus) 

First UCC’s youth program is engaging and spirit-led, as Jesus works through 

the hands and hearts of dedicated leaders, many who have grown up through 

the program themselves.  Going on mission trips, serving in the community,  

actively participating in worship services, doing Bible studies, praying together, 

and playing some strange-looking games, the youth get to know each other and 

their leaders at a below-the-surface level.   

Youth do not have to belong to our church to take part.  Many youth bring their 

school friends along, and they often become regulars!  To find out more, contact 

leader Lori Burroughs in the church office.  The leader team now consists of 

(former youth) Allie Loewe, Geoffrey & Autumn Lindow, and new student lead-

ers, Lilly Hansen and Caleb Andrews.  Thank you all.  
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We are excited to continue our Faith thru Stories and Arts sessions in 

a whole new format!  We will be meeting the 2nd and 3rd Sunday 

every month to focus on the life of Jesus, from baby to resurrection 

through stories and art activities.  

We will also try to include an additional session each month (a PLUS 

Sunday) to explore new skills and talents that relate to our monthly 

lessons. Some activities that we might try include: backing, photog-

raphy, sewing, woodshop, acting and open to many more ideas. If you 

have a talent that you would be willing to share with the kids, we 

would love to have you! Please email praiseschool@firstgb.org and we 

will be sure to reach out to you. 

With no Praise School on Communion Sundays (1st Sunday of 

each Month) this provides us with wonderful opportunities to include 

all youth to be part of the worship service. If any children age 5 and up 

are interested in being greeters, readers, or collecting offerings during 

worship, please click here Youth Worship Participation Sign Up . (You 

do not need to attend Praise School to participate.) 

Everyone is welcome to attend and you need not be a member to 

join in on the fun. To make sure we have up to date information, 

please click Praise School Registration Jan 2023- May 2023 to complete 

your registration for the second half of the year (even if you were 

registered for the first session).  

Can’t wait to see you January 8th ! 

Join us January 8 at 10:00 am for the Start of the                                       

January 2023 to May 2023 Praise School Kick off! 

January 6 is Epiphany...the day 

the Three Kings reached the man-

ger after following the star.  They 

brought Jesus treasured gifts.   

The Kings showed up a bit early at 

our final Praise School session of 

2022.  They were greeted by the 

kids playing and singing “The  

Little Drummer Boy,” and then, 

together, they all walked upstairs 

to deliver their gifts...hand-drawn 

pictures...to the baby. 

mailto:praiseschool@firstgb.org
https://forms.gle/FtfhvcGTptnfasDf6
https://forms.gle/4rfFmSNW9UvVPFi37


Music & Worship Remembering the ‘22 Thanksgiving and Christmas Seasons! 

Youth-led                                                        

Thanksgiving Eve      

Worship                                      

Celebrate the Season advent cantata with full 

 choir, band, narrator, including        

guest musicians and singers  

Two              

Candlelight                                            

Christmas Eve            

Services 
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NEW MEMBERS  We’re so happy to have had regular “new faces” in the sanctuary over the past few 

months and years!  It’s been great meeting everyone and getting to know you.  We would like to do a special 

dinner for those who recently joined First UCC and for those thinking about it.  Right now, we’re looking at an 

evening in February.  There will be children’s activities and food in the lower level, while the adults can get to 

know each other at dinner in the Community Room (next to the sanctuary).  Email: council@firstgb.org to give 

us your preferences for days, dates, and times in February. 

   

 

YOUNG ADULTS  We’re still doing logistics, planning, getting input for a Small Group that will serve the 18-

ish to 30-ish crowd.  We are hoping to kick-off in late January or February; maybe a once-a-month get-

together.  Watch for information or, better yet, email: council@firstgb.org and say you are interested and/or 

would like to be on the planning team!  (Did someone mention martial arts?  Movie night? Cooking?) 

 

ROAD TRIPPERS to Fort Atkinson  There’s a great musical based on the movie Grumpy Old Men at 

the Fireside Theater in Fort Atkinson in April.  The Sunday mid-afternoon shows start with a wonderful buffet.  

We’ll rent a comfy bus (with restroom) and you can invite friends to join us.  The new Road Trippers group is 

geared to the “50-ish to infinity” crowd.   If you’re interested, Email: council@firstgb.org or leave a message 

on the office phone.   Details will be figured out when we see enough general interest to move forward!   

Programs 

Garbage! 

Small Groups 

We all produce it.  Garbage and recycling.  

But, when we’re not sure what to do with it, 

it tends to pile up and sometimes attracts 

BUGS! 

In a big building like our church, it can hide 

out in many rooms or hallways.  The church 

doesn’t have a daily janitor, so those who 

fill up the baskets need to empty them in 

the larger trash cans.  You don’t know 

where those are, you say?  Well, in the next 

few weeks, at least three areas will be 

clearly marked for dumping, and there will 

be location diagrams on each floor.    

ALSO!  The large trash and recycling bins 

have to be out on the Chicago St. curb by early 

Friday mornings (put out Thursday night).  This 

job is done by volunteers, and wouldn’t it be 

nice if more people could help make that    

happen…share the job?  Maybe once a 

month?   We’ll get a sign-up sheet on the info 

desk or email: council@firstgb.org.  Thank you! 

WHO KNOWS HOW TO 

WORK THIS CUTE 

THING?                     

PROBABLY PRAISE 

SCHOOL WILL WANT 

TO USE IT.  HELP! 

Text Sandi                  

920-621-3110 
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BUDGET                                             

as of November 30, 2022  

                                                            

INCOME  

Anticipated $215,754.00           

Actual $175,206.32 

                                                           

EXPENSES  

Actual $186,422.21     

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
1 Mary Platten 
2  Barb Brenkus 

4  Lilly Milz 

8 Maggie Hansen 

11  Amber Hellmann 

12  Dave Goblisch 

13  Sue Lyman 

14 Nancy Basten 

17  Pat Truttmann 

 Atticus Retzak Krump 

18 Tom Karman 

19 Georgia Mertens 

20  John Cleereman 
 Dawson Dembroski 

21 Spencer Martzahl 

22  Reese Bandow 

26  Amy Pagel 
 Tia Thomas 
 Wendi Tomcheck 

27 Croix Zacharias 

28  Landen Hellmann 

 Drew Bandow 

29 Christiane Zacharias 

30 Rev. Dr. Bob Laubenstein 

31 Dawn DeGroot 

January Calendar  
For more information on any of these events,  

go to www.firstgb.org or call the office, 437-4164.  

Sun. 1:                     9:00 am—Worship 

  HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Tues. 3  9:30am—Bible Study 

Wed. 4:  6:00 pm—A2J Youth Group  

Thurs. 5:  11:30 am—Women’s Fellowship Luncheon @ Rite Place 

Sat. 7:  11:00 am—Church Use 

Sun. 8:  9:00 am—Worship   

  10:00 am—Praise School “Young Jesus” 

Tues. 10:  9:30 am—Bible Study 

  11:30 am—Friends Who Care 

Wed. 11:  NO—A2J Youth Group 

Fri. 13:  4:30 pm—A2J at Districts 

Sat. 14:  All Day—A2J at Districts 

Sun. 15:  9:00 am—Worship  

                   10:00 am—Praise School “Young Jesus” 

  11:00 am—A2J Arrives Home 

Tues. 17:  9:30 am—Bible Study  

Wed. 18:  6:00 pm—A2J Youth Group  

Thurs. 19:  5:30 pm—Executive Council 

Sun. 22:  9:00 am—Worship  

                   10:00 am—NO Praise School 

Tues. 24:  9:30 am—Bible Study 

  5:30 pm—Bible & A Brew 

Wed. 25:  6:00 pm—A2J Youth Group 

Sun. 29:  9:00 am—Worship 

  10:00 am—PLUS Sunday (kids lower level)  

  10:00 am—Budget Meeting 

Tues. 31:  9:30 am—Bible Study 

http://www.firstgb.org/

