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   “. . . the time came for the baby to be 

born” (from Luke 2).  Sorry Mary, 

when you’re in your ninth month and 

you plan a trip to Bethlehem, statisti-

cally speak, you might not make it back 

to Nazareth for the delivery.   

   I’m sure Mary and Joseph didn’t sign 

on for any of the crazy stuff that hap-

pened in the familiar story of Jesus’ 

birth.  Isn’t that just the way is goes?  

We have these hopes and dreams and 

plans.  Just when we are sure they’re in reach,  “the time 

comes” for something totally out of our control.  Let’s say 

something job- or relationship-related.  Who knows, it 

could be a pandemic.  Who would’ve guessed? 

   Months have passed and if there is “a time for every-

thing” (Ecclesiastes 3), we pray that it is time to get back to 

life as we knew it.  In fact, Lord, what about Christmas Eve 

2020?  What should we do about that?  And the “Jeopardy” 

answer is . . . “What is virtual?”  Virtual Christmas!  What?   

   The real question isn’t “What?”  It’s more like, “What I’ll 

Miss Most” this Christmas.  A month ago we were with the 

youth from our church and told them that Christmas Eve 

would most likely be a recording for people to share at 

home.  “WHAT?  No Christmas Eve worship? No huge 

crowds?  No singing Christmas songs?  NO CANDLE 

LIGHTING?”  They were sharing WHAT they will miss 

most. 

   What about you?  What will you miss most this Christ-

mas?   I pray that no matter how this year will be different 

from other Christmas celebrations,  that you will continue 

to focus on how God is trying to break into our lives . . . 

Just like when “the time came” for Jesus to be born. 

           God Bless!  Rev. Bob 

A MESSAGE FROM 

PASTOR BOB 

What I’ll Miss Most 

From your church 

staff:  Pastor Bob,  

Lori Burroughs,  

Barb Meyer, Carol 

Rollin, Matt Drake,  Allison Van Sluys and 

Kendra Lambrecht.  

   Christmas.  Timeless stories about the birth of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ, never get old.  We tell them to 

young and old in a variety of ways.  And at the end 

of the day, the message is the same:  God so loved 

the world, that God came in the form of a child 

born on Christmas Day. 

   Each year our worship team finds ways to com-

municate that ancient message of love.  Skits,  

videos, contemporary music, and more bring pre-

cious images to life.  This year will be no different.  

As usual, for those who show up in-person or by 

live-stream, they will be challenged to remember 

this precious story.   

   This year we are excited to be using the Skit Guys 

“The Glory of Christmas” worship series.  It is what 

they call a “mock-umentary” told from the perspec-

tive of performers in a church nativity program.  

You know, the cast of Mary, Joseph, Shepherds, a 

Wise Man, led by the pageant’s Director, Joel.  It 

will be a different telling for a different time in  

history.  One thing is for sure, each Sunday video 

and message will give life to the already life-

changing, powerful message given by God for all 

people! 
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    Our youth most recently have been working on creating 
the Praise School videos for Sunday and focusing on our 
relationships as a group.  We helped lead our mission  
worship service and our virtual Thanksgiving worship 
based on what we are thankful for.   
  As the Christmas season comes around, the Youth Group 
will continue with our theme of serving God this year.  We 
will help make boxes for Cookie Walk, continue helping 
with Praise School and have a special day for the youth on 
December 16.  
  Youth who wish to join the A2J family or to support our 
cause of growing a greater relationship with Jesus Christ, 
contact Lori Burroughs in the office.  
Here's this month's schedule: 
Wednesday, December 2:  NO A2J.   
Wednesday, December 9: A2J @6-8.  
Wednesday, December 16: A2J @6-8.  
Wednesday, December 23 & 30: NO A2J. 

 

   

  We have 11 youth going on the trip this year. We 

have closed off the trip for the year. If your plans 

have changed and you might want to go on the trip, 

we would then have to see if we can buy any extra 

spots.  
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WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP NEWS 

  The Women's Fellowship will be hosting a 
Christmas Party on Thursday, January 7. This 
is the plan as of now unless we have to close 
down the church again due to the pandemic. All 
men and women of the church are invited to  
attend.  

 We will have a brief meeting at 10:30am.  
Because having a potluck meal may be unsafe, 
it has been decided that we will order out  
chicken dinners for all who wish to have lunch 
with us. Each person will be responsible for 
paying for their meal. More information will be 
passed on about the meal when we make the 
final plans.  

 Our group has decided that we will have a gift 
exchange for those who are interested in doing 
this. Gifts of $10-15 are what was suggested. 
We will also play Bingo for prizes.  We will strive 
to be safe during this party by wearing masks 
and practicing social distancing.  

 It has been brought to our attention that there 
is a great amount of rummage down on the 
stage. Our group is uncertain if we will be hav-
ing another rummage sale. For that reason we 
are asking if those who brought the rummage to 
the stage that it is removed as it may be a fire 
hazard. There have been several suggestions 
as to what to do with the items. Some could be 
advertised on Facebook Marketplace. Or, we 
could donate it to St. Vincent DePaul. Thank 
you.  

Submitted by,  
Jeanne Van Den Elzen 

BUDGET AS OF  

October 31, 2020  

INCOME  

Anticipated $223,371.70 

Actual $158,832.81      

71% 

EXPENSES  

Actual $197,731.25     

89%   
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Remember Me…….. 
  The holiday season is a time of reflection; a time 

when we remember past Christmases and people 

who made those times special. During this time  

of year, we also face the reality that some of those 

people are no longer at the table. 

   As we consider people who bless us with their 

presence and those who have been a blessing, we  

remember that there are some among us who have no 

place to call home. There are people who want for 

the simple treasures of family, friends, food and 

shelter.   

   As Christians this is certainly a time to remember 

and to act! And one very tangible way we can  

remember is with donations to your favorite charities 

and to the ministry of First Church. Over the years, 

we have been richly blessed with monetary dona-

tions given in remembrance of departed loved ones. 

What a great way to leave a legacy!  

   At First Church, there are many ways to act: a 

monetary donation in memory of someone, a gift to 

the church in the form of planned giving annuities, 

mentioning of the church in your will, a living  

legacy which only takes effect after death, just to 

name a few. Take a moment to check out our  

memorial tree in the hallway across from the  

Martha Lounge. A leaf is placed on the tree for gifts 

$50 and greater in memory of, in honor or in celebra-

tion of someone. Each is engraved with the person’s 

name. What a great way to say, “We Remember 

You!” 
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A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU 

  Thank You Tammie Zelhofer (and your decorating 

angels).  Each year Tammie uses her creative  

genius to transform the church into a winter  

wonderland.  This year is not different.  Even 

though our worship space is set up for social  

distancing and their wonΩt be an in-person Cookie 

Walk, Tammie has given life to the sanctuary and 

entrance of First Church.  Those who arrive for in-

person worship or join online will be treated with 

άChristmas Spirit!έ  Likewise, if you drive through 

during the άWalkέ or just drive up during the sea-

son, Tammie has some surprises for all. 

   As always, take a moment to thank Tammie and 

offer a hand (future decorating or take-downs).   

We are certainly blessed with many talented 

members and friends at our church.  Thank you so 

much for creating a God-honoring space!  Thanks 

especially to Tammie for taking on this job for 

many years! 

BIBLE and A BREW 

   Bible and A Brew is still active 

and meeting.  It’s not a huge 

group of people, but we continue 

to enjoy the each other’s com-

pany, a simple meal, and some lively discussion. 

   We will not be gathering in December, but plan on 

meeting in January 2021 (usually the 4th Tuesday).  If 

you would like to be on the email list for this group, 

check with Lori at the Church Office. 

   If you have never tried it, mark your calendar for the 

coming year.  People bring a  Bible or their Bible App 

and gather to talk about their faith in a safe, non-

judgmental setting.  We can all use that today.  A focus 

topic is usually provided, but we often bring our own 

questions and topics of interest to the group. 

   Due to life in a pandemic, we continue to meet in 

places where we can safely spread out.  During the 

Winter that will most likely be at First Church.  

   Hope you can join us in the near future! 



Page 4 

Friends Who Care 

  Caring friends are not always easy to find, 

but here at First Church we are fortunate to 

have just such a group. Friends Who Care is 

not meeting at this time but they usually 

meet the second Tuesday of each month at 

11:30am.  

  During this holiday season, we invite you to 

participate in a card shower for people who 

are not able to worship with our church  

family with a friendly note or a Christmas 

card saying you are thinking of them, and 

they are in your prayers. Our connection to 

members who are not able to attend wor-

ship services with us is so very important to 

maintaining their sense of community with 

the church.  

  Let someone know you care. Please  

remember the following in your prayers and 

with a card: 

[ƛƴŘŀ wŀƳƛǊŜȊ, Brown Cty. Community 

Treatment Ctr., 3150 Gershwin Dr, Green 

Bay WI 54311 

WŜŀƴƴŜ aŜȅŜǊ, 1550 Arcadian Lane #12,  

DePere, WI  54115 

¢ƻƴƛ 5ŜǊǇƛƴƎƘŀǳǎΣ Brown Cty. Community 

Treatment Ctr., 3150 Gershwin Dr., Green 

Bay, WI  54311 

{ǳŜ wƻōŜǊǘǎ, 415 Kelly Jo Drive, Green Bay, 

WI  54303 

¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ²ƛǎƪƻǿ, 1669 Janice Ave., Green 

Bay WI  54304 

9ƭŀƛƴŜ bŜǳǎǘŀŘǘŜǊ, 1280 Pine Haven Lane 

Apt. 117, Sheboygan Falls,  WI  53085 

5ƻƴ ϧ /ƻǊŜƴŜ ¦ƘŜǊ, Bellevue Retirement, 

1660 Hoffman Rd. #354, Green Bay, WI 

54311 
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CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 

  We lift up Ron Jansen who entered Godôs eternal joy on 

October 28, 2020.  Please remember Ronôs wife, Pat, 

and her family as they experience this unexpected loss.  

A Celebration of Ronôs life was held at First Church on 

November 11, 2020. 

   We also remember June Lindeke Schaeffer who died 

on November 3, 2020.  June was living in the Milwaukee 

area and was laid to rest at the Nicolet Memorial  

Cemetery in Green Bay.  Take time to remember Juneôs 

daughter, Pam, and her family and friends. 

   This time in history is challenging for most of us.  When 

illness or death occur it is particularly difficult to support 

each other in-person.  Although we have found ways to 

grieve and celebrate our love oneôs lives, it is still ñnot the 

same.ò  For so many reasons, it is more important than 

ever that we find ways to reach out and support our  

family and friends who experience loss.  The best way we 

can begin is by offering our sincere prayers. 

ANNUAL MEETING - November 22, 2020 

   Due to Covid-19 restrictions our (postponed) Spring 

Annual Meeting in April was combined with our Novem-

ber Budget Meeting.  Between those who joined  

in-person and online, via Zoom, we had more than 

enough people for quorum and were able to conduct the 

necessary business of both meetings. 

   The easiest way to recap the day would be to have you 

refer to your Annual Reports, which included items for 

approval by vote (elections, financial reports, 2021  

proposed budget, etc.).  All actions were approved as  

presented. 

   Tia Thomas, chair of our Search Committee also joined 

us by way of a recorded update on the hard work of the 

committee.  She let those in attendance know that the 

search is moving along and they will present a candidate 

in the very near future.  The committee has to observe a 

high level of confidentiality concerning the personôs  

identity and personal information, mostly so that his/her 

current church would not prematurely find out about the 

personôs candidacy. 

   If you have any questions about the Annual Meeting, 

feel free to contact the church office and we will connect 

you with someone ñin the know.ò    More than ever, we 

encourage your questions, support and prayer as we 

plan our course of ministry for 2021. 



December Calendar  
For more information on any of these events,  

go to www.firstgb.org or call the office, 437-4164.  

Wed. 2:  11:30 am—Bible Study 

Sat. 5:  8:30 am—To-Go Cookie Walk 

Sun. 6:                   9:00 am—In-Person/Virtual Worship  

                   10:00 am—Virtual Praise School  

Wed. 9:  11:30 am—Bible Study 

6:00 pm—A2J Youth Group  

Sun. 13:  9:00 am—In-Person/Virtual Worship 

  10:00 am—Virtual Praise School 

Wed. 16:  11:30 am—Bible Study 

  6:00 pm—A2J Youth Group  

Thurs. 17:  6:00 pm—In-Person/Virtual Executive Council 

Sun. 20:  9:00 am—In-Person/Virtual Worship 

  10:00 am—Virtual Praise School 

Thurs. 24:  MERRY CHRISTMAS—OFFICE CLOSED 

  Virtual Christmas Worship 

Fri. 25:  MERRY CHRISTMAS—OFFICE CLOSED 

Mon. 26 & Fri. 27:  OFFICE CLOSED 

Sun. 27:  9:00 am—In-Person/Virtual Worship 

Tues. 31:  NEW YEAR’S HOLIDAY—OFFICE CLOSED 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
1 Katie Hunhoff 
3  Carrera Mixa 
 Charli Mixa 

5  Rich Jauquet 

7  Mike Wickman 
 Sami Lindner 
 Pat Jansen 

8 Kevin Lindner 
 Mike Wickman 

10  Eli Godres 

11  Derek Andrews 

12  Karen Mundt 
 Krista Schomberg 
 Pat Rindfleisch 

13  Taytum Dorner 
 Bodie Godres 
 Stella Godres  
 Matt Godres 

14  Jack Kemper 

19  Lucy Burroughs 
 Phil Klug 

21  Tamarah Tenpas 
 Deb Rentmeester 

22 Jeff Rindfleisch 

26 Nancy Truttmann 
 Letty Courchaine 

27  Tina Truttmann 

28 Tyler Basten 

31 Buck Moreland 
 Hadeline Hansen 
 Madeline Hansen 

UCC SPECIAL MISSION OFFERINGS 

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund:   

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ {ŜǊǾŜ hǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

Helps provide pension and health premium supplementation to lower-income retired church workers,  

emergency assistance to clergy or lay church employees in need, and Christmas άThank Youέ gift checks to 

hundreds of annuitants; administered by the Pension Boards. 

Giving envelopes can be found in the pews or you can write on your check UCC Christmas Fund or there will 

be an option on the GivePlus Vanco for UCC Christmas Fund. 

http://www.firstgb.org/


34 th  Annual COOKIE WALK  

The TO -GO Version  
December 5, 2020 

8:30am ï 12:00pm 
 

How the year flew by!  It seems like just yesterday we were packing  

up the tables and planning this years event. 

Wow, did those plans change! 

 

 Buté.the sale must go on! Just like everything else this year, our  

Cookie Walk needed to be re-thought and made to fit in with  

how our lives are working today. So, with our ñNew Normalò in mind 

we have decided to create the Cookie Walk To Go .  

 

This year, the Cookie Walk will hope to have 60 cookies and 15 candy  

varieties available for sale.  There will be pre-ordering available, a website 

to be able to pre-order as well as day-of-the-sale drive up ordering. 

Customers will be able to secure their cookies by filling out an order form 

and submitting those to the Church office prior to Thursday, December 3  

or by driving into our parking lot the day of the sale and ordering from a menu  

of choices.  (Varieties sold by a first come, first served basis.)  

 

What hasnôt changed?  Our need for volunteers .  

 We need bakers and candy makers, people who are willing to box up  

the pre-orders, people who are willing to come on the day of the sale  

to fill drive-up orders, people who are willing to take orders and collect  

payments from our customers.  No customers will be allowed in the Church. 

All orders and deliveries will be directly from the customersô vehicles. 

 

If you are interested and willing to help us make our Cookie Walk To-Go  

a success, please make sure to reach out to  

Jane Laubenstein or Tina Van Sluys. 
                                                                                    920-562-3857                  902-632-7121 

 

Cookie prices $10.00/Pound   Candy prices $12.00/pound 

Cash, Check or Credit Card 



This Is A Season for Giving . . . GENEROUSLY! 

   On “Giving Tuesday” (you know, the day following Black Friday and Cyber Monday) a cou-

ple of years ago, First Church received a generous donation from one of our members.  It probably 

wasn’t timed out by the individual to have it arrive on “Giving Tuesday,” but it was a welcome  

reminder that the beauty of this Season is in giving.  After all, Christians believe that God gave us the 

best present of all—God’s presence in Jesus Christ!  It is more than just a belief; it is a way of living. 

   A Season For Asking?  One of the things we rarely point out is that the holidays are a time for 

asking.  Everyone from children to the Salvation Army has “a list” asking that we be generous toward 

them.  So often the Christian Community is shy about “asking” to be included in your acts of gener-

osity.  Why would that be . . . The season is ALL ABOUT JESUS?  Right?  The Christmas Story is 

about God, who didn’t hold back when it came to giving.    

   I am incredibly impressed and inspired by the spirit of giving that surfaces at this time of year.  I see 

people going above and beyond in their generosity to family and community.  There are so many  

opportunities to make a difference.  If they’re anything like the Grinch, whose heart grew a few sizes 

as a result of his generosity, a lot of hearts must be growing during this Season for Giving! 

   Each year our leaders at First Church “ask” you to be a “Cheerful Giver” by completing a  

Generosity Card (below) and a Gifts Inventory (next page).  We are grateful for your generosity and 

want you to know that these documents help us to plan our Ministry Programs for the next year.   We 

know that there are many places asking to be part of your abundant generosity, so we value the fact 

that you remember First Church in your giving.   

   If you have not taken time to pray about making a specific commitment of treasure, time, and talent, 

we pray that you will complete these important documents and bring or send them to our church  

office.  If you have any questions contact Lori in the Office, 920.437.4164.  Imagine if 100% of our 

members and friends made a commitment to support the church what could happen! 

   May God Bless you and Bless our ministry together, 

  Your Executive Council 

 I would like giving envelopes. ______yes  ______no 

       Be generous and serve each  

      other with the different gifts 

      God gave you.    -1 Peter 4:10 



WELCOMING MINISTRY 

Greeter             ___8am   ___10:15am  ___9am (summer) 

Usher                ___8am   ___10:15am  ___9am (summer)  

Coffee Host        ___8am   ___10:15am   ___9am (summer) 

___Communion Set-up (Saturday) 

___Communion Clean-up (Sunday) 

Months I am not available ___________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

Would like to be scheduled with ______________________ 

________________________________________________ 
 

CHILDREN/YOUTH/FAMILY MINISTRY 

___Praise School (teacher, helper, share unique skill) 

___Kids music, art, drama, etc. 

___Pre-school—5th grade events 

___Middle school/high school groups (Wed. pm & Sun. am) 

___Family Ministries (family activities during the year) 

___Adventure Camp (a fun Summer VBS) 
 

MUSIC & WORSHIP MINISTRY 

___Worship leader (planning and leading worship) 

___Sound Board, Video recording, Other “Tech” talents 

___Praise band and singers (voice/instrument) 

___Youth praise band and singers (voice/instrument) 

___Occasional musical performance (choir or individual) 

___Children’s choir (leader or participate) 

___Worship Drama (acting, sets, costuming, etc.) 

___Worship environment (decorating, scenery, etc.) 
 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS MINISTRY 

___Interior (adopt/clean a room, repair, maintenance) 

___Exterior (garden/yard care, cut lawn, shovel) 

OUTREACH MINISTRY 

___Adult mission trips (lead, plan, participate) 

___Youth mission trips (lead, plan, participate) 

___All ages/Family mission trips (lead, plan, participate) 

___Feed the Hungry (breakfast program) 

___Local Ministries (CASA, Habitat, Food Pantry, etc.) 
 

MEMBERSHIP MINISTRY 

___Member Care (visit, send cards, phone, etc.) 

___Prayer chain (receive and pray over prayer requests) 

___Small Groups (lead or participate) 

      Any groups or topics of interest (knitting, grief, 

      couples, etc.? __________________________________ 

___Adult Bible Study (lead or participate) 

___Unwrapping Our Gifts (lead or attend) 

___Transportation (give rides to church) 

___Photography 

___Cooking/baking for various events  
 

ANNUAL EVENTS MINISTRY 

___All Church Celebrations 

___Church Picnic 

___Pie Sale 

___Cookie Walk 

___Fundraiser Team (Scrip, restaurant promotions, etc.) 
 

ADMINISTRATION MINISTRY 

___Office assistance (as needed) 

___Newsletter (reporter/writer, design, other) 

___Website and Social Media 

___Technology (computer and a/v support) 

___Financial Stewardship Team 

ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ        ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ      όψψψψψύψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

First and Last Name (one form per person)              Email Address         Phone number 

God has given each of us gifts to share.  We invite you to use your gifts in ministry opportunities at our church or in the  

wider community.  Please take a moment to check areas of interest, including those in which you are currently involved.   
There’s even a place below to share things which are not covered on this inventory.  We are committed to using this  

“God loves a cheerful giver!”  Giving and Christian discipleship go 

hand-in-hand.  By definition “Christians” are giving people. 

  And when we give, God loves it! 

         -2 Corinthians 9: 7 

A NEW MINISTRY? 

What did we miss? Here’s your chance to tell us about your vision. Do you have a skill or interest or a group concept that’s not 
covered above?  What about a great mission or social opportunity?  Please share it below. (Use back page if necessary). 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



A LOOK AHEAD TO CHRISTMAS 
   CHRISTMAS?  What will that look like? 

Well, it sure wonΩt be the same as every other year! 

That doesnΩt mean our great Worship Team is relaxing their preparations. 

In fact, they are working even harder to bring Christmas into your Home for the Holidays 

HEREΩS THE PLAN: 

 

 

 

 

For ADVENT:   

   Advent begins the last Sunday in November.   Each week we will continue to offer one IN-

PERSON worship at 9:00 a.m., which will also be LIVE-STREAMED.  We will be looking at the 

Christmas Story from the eyes and hearts of the characters in that famous plot.  The only 

catch . . . the people telling the story will be actors playing the various parts of the ever-too-

familiar Church Christmas Pageant.  Sounds like fun.  Remember to check out ά¢ƘŜ DƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎέ  Worship Series in-person or via live-stream. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE:   

   Unless the current health crisis changes dramatically, we will ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 

9ǾŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎǇŀŎŜ.  Instead, our Worship Team will offer a recorded Candlelight  

Christmas Eve service which you can watch throughout the month.  We are assuming that 

many of you will not gather for big family parties, but rather meet with smaller groups of  

family more often.  This way, if you want to have a family worship, or two, or three, you can 

return to the Candlelight Christmas Eve recording.   We pray that this will allow you to find 

creative ways to celebrate safely during this sacred season.  You may also wish to pass the 

word by sharing our website information with your family and friends.  ItΩs easy to remember: 

ŬǊǎǘƎōΦƻǊƎ 
      We may be literally άHomeέ For The Holidays, but we pray that you will check out our web-

site and sing along and pray with us during this sacred season. 

  


