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What I'll Miss Most

. the time came for the baby to be

: born (from Luke 2). Sorry Mary,

when you’re in your ninth month and

you plan a trip to Bethlehem, statisti-

cally speak, you might not make it back
~_ to Nazareth for the delivery.

. ‘ I’'m sure Mary and Joseph didn’t sign

Mo on for any of the crazy stuff that hap-

AMESSAGE FROM  pened in the familiar story of Jesus’
PASTOR BOB birth. Isn’t that just the way is goes?
We have these hopes and dreams and
plans. Just when we are sure they’re in reach, “the time
comes” for something totally out of our control. Let’s say
something job- or relationship-related. Who knows, it
could be a pandemic. Who would’ve guessed?

Months have passed and if there is “a time for every-
thing” (Ecclesiastes 3), we pray that it is time to get back to
life as we knew it. In fact, Lord, what about Christmas Eve
2020? What should we do about that? And the “Jeopardy”
answer is . . . “What is virtual?” Virtual Christmas! What?

The real question isn’t “What?” It’s more like, “What I’ll
Miss Most” this Christmas. A month ago we were with the
youth from our church and told them that Christmas Eve
would most likely be a recording for people to share at
home. “WHAT? No Christmas Eve worship? No huge
crowds? No singing Christmas songs? NO CANDLE
LIGHTING?” They were sharing WHAT they will miss
most.

What about you? What will you miss most this Christ-
mas? [ pray that no matter how this year will be different
from other Christmas celebrations, that you will continue
to focus on how God is trying to break into our lives . . .
Just like when “the time came” for Jesus to be born.

God Bless!  Ren. Bob
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Christmas. Timeless stories about the birth of our
Lord, Jesus Christ, never get old. We tell them to
young and old in a variety of ways. And at the end
of the day, the message is the same: God so loved
the world, that God came in the form of a child
born on Christmas Day.

Each year our worship team finds ways to com-
municate that ancient message of love. Skits,
videos, contemporary music, and more bring pre-
cious images to life. This year will be no different.
As usual, for those who show up in-person or by
live-stream, they will be challenged to remember
this precious story.

This year we are excited to be using the Skit Guys
“The Glory of Christmas” worship series. It is what
they call a “mock-umentary” told from the perspec-
tive of performers in a church nativity program.
You know, the cast of Mary, Joseph, Shepherds, a
Wise Man, led by the pageant’s Director, Joel. It
will be a different telling for a different time in
history. One thing is for sure, each Sunday video
and message will give life to the already life-
changing, powerful message given by God for all

people!
Lori Burroughs,

i ! @hnslms
Barb Meyer, Carol

Rollin, Matt Drake, Allison Van Sluys and
Kendra Lambrecht.

From your church
staff: Pastor Bob,
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Remember Me........

The holiday season is a time of reflection; a time
when we r € me mdaseChristmases and people
who made those times special. During this time
of year, we also face the reality that some of those
people are no longer at the table.

As we consider people who bless us with their
presence and those who have been a blessing, we
remember that there are some among us who have no
place to call home. There are people who want for
the simple treasures of family, friends, food and
shelter.

As Christians this is certainly a time to remember
and to act! And one very tangible way we can
remember is with donations to your favorite charities
and to the ministry of First Church. Over the years,
we have been richly blessed with monetary dona-
tions given in remembrance of departed loved ones.
What a great way to leave a legacy!

At First Church, there are many ways to act: a
monetary donation in memory of someone, a gift to
the church in the form of planned giving annuities,
mentioning of the church in your will, a living
legacy which only takes effect after death, just to
name a few. Take a moment to check out our
memorial tree in the hallway across from the
Martha Lounge. A leaf is placed on the tree for gifts
$50 and greater in memory of, in honor or in celebra-
tion of someone. Each is engraved with the person’s
name. What a great way to say, “We Remember
You!”
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Bl BLE and A

Bible and A Brew is still active
and meeting. It’s not a huge
group of people, but we continue
to enjoy the each other’s com-
pany, a simple meal, and some lively discussion.

We will not be gathering in December, but plan on
meeting in January 2021 (usually the 4th Tuesday). If
you would like to be on the email list for this group,
check with Lori at the Church Office.

If you have never tried it, mark your calendar for the
coming year. People bring a Bible or their Bible App
and gather to talk about their faith in a safe, non-

judgmental setting. We can all use that today. A focus

topic is usually provided, but we often bring our own
questions and topics of interest to the group.

Due to life in a pandemic, we continue to meet in
places where we can safely spread out. During the
Winter that will most likely be at First Church.

Hope you can join us in the near future!
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December Calendar DECEMBER BI RTHD
For more information on any of these events,
go wwow. f i rorglcadl gt hdel 6o4f.f i ce, 437 1 Kati e Hunhof f
Wed. 2: 11:30 am—Bible Study 3 Carrera Mixa
Charli Mi x a
Sat. 5: 8:30 am—To-Go Cookie Walk -
5 Rich Jauquet
Sun. 6: 9:00 am—In-Person/Virtual Worship - -
10:00 am—Virtual Praise School 7 Mi k e WI ckman
Sami Lindner
Wed. 9: 11:30 am—Bible Study Pat Jansen
6:00 pm—A2]J Youth Group
8 Kevin Lindner
Sun. 13: 9:00 am—In-Person/Virtual Worship Mi ke Wi ckman
10:00 am—Virtual Praise School
10 El i Godr es
Wed. 16: 11:30 am—Bible Study
6:00 pm—A2J Youth Group 11 Derek Andr ews
Thurs. 17: 6:00 pm—In-Person/Virtual Executive Council 12 Karen Mundt
Kri sta Schomberg
Sun. 20: 9:00 am—In-Person/Virtual Worship Pat Rindfleisc
10:00 am—Virtual Praise School
13 Taytum Dorner
Thurs. 24: MERRY CHRISTMAS—OFFICE CLOSED Bodi e Godr es
Virtual Christmas Worship Stella Godres
Matt Godres
Fri. 25: MERRY CHRISTMAS—OFFICE CLOSED
14 Jack Kemper
Mon. 26 & Fri. 27: OFFICE CLOSED
19 Lucy Burroughs
Sun. 27: 9:00 am—In-Person/Virtual Worship Phil Klug
Tues. 31: NEW YEAR’S HOLIDAY—OFFICE CLOSED 21 Tamarah Tenpas
Deb Rent meester
22 Jeff Rindfleisch
26 Nancy Truttmann
Letty Courchaine
27 Tina Truttmann
28 Tyl er Basten
31 Buck Morel and
Hadel i ne Hansen
Madel i ne Hansen

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross
WSYSYOSNAY3 ¢K2aS ¢K2 { SNIBBS hdzNJ / KdzNOK

Hel ps provide pension and heailndompa ermaturme & uphpd rem
emergency assistance to clergy ordThagkgiiouche @mp
hundreds of annuitants; administered by the Pens
Giving envelopes can be found in the pews or you
be an opton on the GivePlus Vanco for UCC Chri st


http://www.firstgb.org/
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34™ Annual COOKIE WALK

The TO -GO Version

December 5, 2020
8:30am i 12:00pm

How the year flew by! It seems like just yesterday we were packing
up the tables and planning this years event.
Wow, did those plans change!

Buté.the sale must go on! Just like eve

Cookie Walk needed to be re-thought and made to fit in with
how our |ives are working today. So, wit

we have decided to create the Cookie Walk To Go.

This year, the Cookie Walk will hope to have 60 cookies and 15 candy
varieties available for sale. There will be pre-ordering available, a website
to be able to pre-order as well as day-of-the-sale drive up ordering.
Customers will be able to secure their cookies by filling out an order form
and submitting those to the Church office prior to Thursday, December 3
or by driving into our parking lot the day of the sale and ordering from a menu
of choices. (Varieties sold by a first come, first served basis.)

What hasndt Our headhfay eollirReers
We need bakers and candy makers, people who are willing to box up
the pre-orders, people who are willing to come on the day of the sale
to fill drive-up orders, people who are willing to take orders and collect
payments from our customers. No customers will be allowed in the Church.
Al'l orders and deliveries will be direct

If you are interested and willing to help us make our Cookie Walk To-Go
a success, please make sure to reach out to
Jane Laubenstein or Tina Van Sluys.
920:562-3857 9026327121
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This Is A Season for Giving . . . GENEROUSLY!

On “Giving Tuesday” (you know, the day following Black Friday and Cyber Monday) a cou-
ple of years ago, First Church received a generous donation from one of our members. It probably
wasn’t timed out by the individual to have it arrive on “Giving Tuesday,” but it was a welcome
reminder that the beauty of this Season is in giving. After all, Christians believe that God gave us the
best present of all—God’s presence in Jesus Christ! It is more than just a belief; it is a way of living.

A Season For Asking? One of the things we rarely point out is that the holidays are a time for
asking. Everyone from children to the Salvation Army has “a list” asking that we be generous toward
them. So often the Christian Community is shy about “asking” to be included in your acts of gener-
osity. Why would that be . . . The season is ALL ABOUT JESUS? Right? The Christmas Story is
about God, who didn’t hold back when it came to giving.

I am incredibly impressed and inspired by the spirit of giving that surfaces at this time of year. I see
people going above and beyond in their generosity to family and community. There are so many
opportunities to make a difference. If they’re anything like the Grinch, whose heart grew a few sizes
as a result of his generosity, a lot of hearts must be growing during this Season for Giving!

Each year our leaders at First Church “ask” you to be a “Cheerful Giver” by completing a
Generosity Card (below) and a Gifts Inventory (next page). We are grateful for your generosity and
want you to know that these documents help us to plan our Ministry Programs for the next year. We
know that there are many places asking to be part of your abundant generosity, so we value the fact
that you remember First Church in your giving.

If you have not taken time to pray about making a specific commitment of treasure, time, and talent,
we pray that you will complete these important documents and bring or send them to our church
office. If you have any questions contact Lori in the Office, 920.437.4164. Imagine if 100% of our
members and friends made a commitment to support the church what could happen!

May God Bless you and Bless our ministry together,

Your Executive Council

Be generous and serve each
other with the different gifts

God gave you. -1 Peter 4:10

Name My Total Commitment is; |S
Address . . .
My Commitment will be paid:
City /State/Zi
Y P O Weekly O Monthly O Quarterly O Annually
Signhature
‘ o ‘ O other
I would like to volunteer within the church in
I would like giving envelopes. yes no

I would like to serve in

. . I am unable to participate at this time.
that reaches out in the community.



“God loves a cheerful giver!” Giving and Christian discipleship go
hand-in-hand. By definition “Christians” are giving people.

And when we give, God loves it!
-2 Corinthians 9: 7

L R U U R R R O W W W W Oy
First and Last Name (one form per person) Phone numbEmail Ad
God has given each of us gifts to share. We invite you to use your gifts in ministry opportunities at our church or in the

wider community. Please take a moment to check areas of interest, including those in which you are currently involved.
There’s even a place below to share things which are not covered on this inventory. We are committed to using this

WELCOMI NG MI NI STRY OUTREACH MI NI STRY

Greeter — 8am __10:15am __9am (summer) _ Adult mission trips (lead, plan, participate)
Usher — 8am __10:15am __9am (summer) Youth mission trips (lead, plan, participate)
Coffee Host ~_8m _ 10:15am __ 9am (summer) —

___All ages/Family mission trips (lead, plan, participate)
___Feed the Hungry (breakfast program)
___Local Ministries (CASA, Habitat, Food Pantry, etc.)

MEMBERSHI P MI NI STRY
Would like to be scheduled with ___Member Care (visit, send cards, phone, etc.)
___Prayer chain (receive and pray over prayer requests)

CHI LDREN/ YOUTH/ FAMI LY MQWW@S&¢“MWMQ

Any groups or topics of interest (knitting, grief,

____Communion Set-up (Saturday)
____Communion Clean-up (Sunday)
Months [ am not available

___Praise School (teacher, helper, share unique skill)
___Kids music, art, drama, etc.

____Pre-school—5th grade events

___Middle school/high school groups (Wed. pm & Sun. am)
___Family Ministries (family activities during the year)
____Adventure Camp (a fun Summer VBS)

couples, etc.?
___Adult Bible Study (lead or participate)
_ Unwrapping Our Gifts (lead or attend)
____Transportation (give rides to church)

___ Photography
___Cooking/baking for various events

MUSI C & WORSHI P MINI STRYYNUAL EVENTS MI NI STR)
_ Worship leader (planning and leading worship) All Church Celebrations

___Sound Board, Video recording, Other “Tech” talents

i . o2 ____Church Picnic
___Praise band and singers (voice/instrument) Pic Sale
____Youth praise band and singers (voice/instrument) _Cookie Walk

Occasional musical performance (choir or individual)

— . A Fundraiser Team (Scrip, restaurant promotions, etc.)
___Children’s choir (leader or participate)

____Worship Drama (acting, sets, costuming, etc.) ADMI NI STRATI ON MI NI STE
____Worship environment (decorating, scenery, etc.) _ Officea ssistance (as needed)
rt /writer, design, oth
BUI LDI NG AND GROUNDS Ml Wge er/writer, design, other)

ebsne and Soc1al Media

___Interior (adopt/clean a room, repair, maintenance) Technology (computer and a/v support)

___Exterior (garden/yard care, cut lawn, shovel) Financial Stewardship Team

A NEW MI NI STRY?

What did we miss? Here’s your chance to tell us about your vision. Do you have a skill or interest or a group concept that’s not
covered above? What about a great mission or social opportunity? Please share it below. (Use back page if necessary).
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