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   I recently had conversations 

with two people - basically about 

the same topic. The first was 

about ñgraceò and the second was 

about ñblessing.ò  Two words, 

which we often use to describe 

things like meal time prayers or 

good things that happen to us. As 

I wrote this note, it occurred to me 

that we use those words in theolog-

ical discussions ð God Talk ð to 

describe Godôs love. 

   At First Church we talk about Grace as Godôs uncondi-

tional (and unmerited) love.  That definition is much like 

one I found about blessing: ña special favor, mercy or ben-

efit.ò  I donôt see grace and blessing as an evangelistic 

duck, duck, goose, in which God goes around slapping se-

lect people on the head, while refraining to offer the same 

affection to others. Itôs more like knowing that you have a 

loving parent who dotes over you when you are going to 

the prom, as well as when you scrape your knee. I donôt 

know about you, but it feels good for me to know that 

when I least deserve it or expect it, I am the beneficiary of 

pure, unconditional love. 

   The month of February is for loving. Itôs American Heart 

Month and St. Valentineôs Day. Itôs truly a time for expres-

sions of love. And Iôm not talking about candy and flowers 

(although my wife, Jane, might love that expression, too). 

It seems that we would do well to offer expressions of 

grace and blessing. Think about how much fun that might 

be for you - just when someone least expects it (or deserves 

it) you cut them some ñgrace.ò  What a blessing you would 

offer them. What a blessing you would be to them.  

   Each of our life-stories most likely includes examples of 

times when we felt that we surely didnôt deserve to be for-

given and loved. Still, someone took it easy on us. Some-

one hugged us and whispered ñwe all make mistakes.ò  My 

prayer for each of us is that we would be that ñsomeoneò in 

the lives of family, friends and even strangers. The best 

place to start would be in worship. Come hear the stories of 

how Godôs grace and blessing is available to each one of 

us. 

God Bless You All!         Rev. Bob  

A MESSAGE FROM 

PASTOR BOB 

LAUBENSTEIN 

Expressions Of Love  PARDON OUR DUST! 

   As you have heard, big changes are happening in our commu-

nity room. A lot of progress has been made to this point so take a 

minute and check it out. We feel youôll be pleased and excited in 

the changes. 

   The updates are being performed for several reasons.  The well

-used spaces havenôt been updated in over 10 years and the furni-

ture is showing  wear and tear from a much longer period of 

time.  Our goal is to keep the church looking fresh and welcom-

ing for our members and guests. In addition, the community 

room is being remodeled for the up-coming Lifetree Café, as 

well as Bible studies, youth gatherings, receptions and more. We 

see this area as a potential to create income by renting it out for 

these activities, as well as filling a need in the wider community. 

   The make-over team is working very hard to keep the project 

on budget and schedule. As with all construction projects, chal-

lenges and changes are part of the deal.  Our team has made 

many decisions based on things that we ñmust doò and things 

ñthat can wait.ò  For example, professional painters were brought 

in to paint the ceiling for safety and liability purposes. Air condi-

tioning was also added, as it was more cost effective at this time 

and would enhance the experience for those using the area. We 

would hate to have people not return because they were uncom-

fortable. Another decision was to add the wiring and components 

for the sound system while everything is open, making it easier 

to install wiring in beams, walls and ceilings. 

   The flooring aspect of the project is being delayed so that we 

can better determine the usage of various areas and the flooring 

type that best fits the need. There are several considerations that 

must be addressed including safety, durability and looks. We 

want to make sure the right choice is made for each area. 

   With these plan changes, we still expect the Makeover costs to 

be covered by the funds designated for this project. 

   We are excited about these upgrades and changes and feel they 

will offer greater exposure for our church and its missions. 

Change is inevitable and we pray that you will join us in embrac-

ing it for the good that it will bring. Thank you to  

all who have donated time, money or talents to this project. 
Please call if you have any questions prior to the special  

meeting.  

   In addition to the many people involved in this important pro-

ject, those managing the Makeover are Tina Truttmann, Ron 

Quick, Todd Dembroski, Pat Truttmann, Barb Meyer, John 

Whitstone, Geri Mleziva, Bob & Jane Laubenstein.   
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Photo Release 

   When there is an event at First Church, you can guess there will be cameras. We love our digi-

tal!  We also love to share our pictures and videos. At First Church we have many venues for 

sharing: Our Tower News, the church website, Facebook, YouTube, and All Church E-mails in-

clude the many possibilities. 

   As we share information and promote our church, we would love to include everyone, but we 

know that not everyone wants their family pictured on public internet sites. In order to help us 

plan, we would like everyone (individuals, families with children and friends who may be partici-

pating at the church) to check out the Photo Release form included in this monthôs newsletter. If 

you do not complete a form, we will assume that you approve being included in pictures 

and videos shared at First Church . 

   If you DO NOT approve, please feel free to make a copy of this page and send/bring/fax/e-mail 

it to the church office. There are also copies of the release form on the information wall by the 

Memorial Tree. If you have questions, please contact Lori at the office. 

PHOTO/VIDEO/WEB SITE RELEASE FORM  

 

Dear Member or Friend: 

On occasion, First United Church of Christ may wish to photograph, videotape and/or post statements from you in connection with 

church programs or events. The objective of this is to inform and inspire our church community, as well as create an online pres-

ence for our church. In order to release these photos, video footage, comments for post on the church website, online or in print, we 

need a written statement if you DO NOT wish to approve having your picture or video shared at First Church. To help us create an 

active file, please complete the form below. 

Please check one: 
_______ I DO NOT GIVE permission to be photographed, videotaped and/or have my statements posted on church website, online 

or in print. 

 

_______ I WOULD LIKE THE CHURCH TO CONTACT ME on a case by case basis before any photograph, video and/or statement 

I appear in is posted on church website, online or in print. 

This release applies to the following friends/members/children: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I also understand that in order to change my choice above, I must sign a new release form, which can be obtained through the 

church office. 

 

Name_____________________________________________  Phone:_____________________ 

          Printed Name of Individual or Family Representative (18 years or older):   

 

E-mail Address_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature:  _________________________________________ Date:_ _____________________ 
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Youth NewsðUpcoming Events 
All events are open to all Middle and High School Youth.  

SNOW EVENTðScheduled for Saturday, February 4. Watch your 

email. 

WINTER RETREATðFriday-Saturday, March 2-3.  

Mission Trip 2012 Update 

  Parent meeting on February 5 after the 10:15 am worship service.  

  Community Day Coupon Sale at Younkers coming soon. We will need 

a chairperson for this event. 

WINTER RETREAT 

  Save the date! We are planning a winter  

retreat on Friday, March 2, through Saturday, 

March 3, for all current 6th graders through 12th 

graders. There will be winter games, a movie, food and fellowship. 

There will be a small cost for the event. Watch for sign up sheets. 

TowerNews 

     Club 509 Is Still Going M.A.D  

 Actually, our 509 group is of sound body and mind. 

We are just using Music, Art and Drama to produce a 

modern day version of the Good Samaritan story.  

Since last Fall we learned about the Biblical Good 

Samaritan and began to write a short play, complete 

with songs, which we will video for the congregation. 

   Itôs not too late to get involved. If you are in grades 

1 ï 5 or an adult who would love to play and learn 

with us, feel free to join us on the first and third 

Wednesday evenings of each month. We gather at 

5:45 p.m. and conclude at 7:30 p.m. 

   We are grateful to our leaders, Kathy Jauquet, Pat 

Rindfleisch, Laurie Goblisch and Bob Laubenstein, 

who bring the story to life. Oh, we donôt want to forget 

Carol Rollin who is working on music with the youth.  

We are eager to let you know about all we have 

learned, so look and listen for our pictures and videos 

coming this Spring. We hope to help you answer the 

question:  ñWho is my neighbor?ò 

UCC Veterans 

Group  

The Veterans Group has elected new officers for 

the coming year. Rich Jauquet has agreed to serve 

as the Commander, Ron Haworth as Sergeant of 

Arms and Dale Vollrath as Chaplin. Meetings in-

clude: prayer, discussion regarding Vets in worship 

services, needs for Veterans and other hot topics. 

Any Veteran is welcome to join in on our discus-

sions. Next meeting is Wednesday, March 14 at 

1:15 pm.  

2 Chronicles 7:14 . . .if my people who are 

called by my name humble themselves and pray 

and seek my face and turn from their wicked 

ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive 

their sin and will heal their land.  

LOST Bob Hoegger lost his CIB pin at the last 

Veterans Display Day,  It is blue and silver sport-

ing a rifle. Please look in your items to see if it got 

mixed up with any of your display items. It is very 

important to Bob.  

  This last month has been very eye opening for our 
youth. At the beginning of the month, we did three weeks 
on Respect. Respect of yourself, others and God. All to-
gether, we learned that in everything we and others do 
there is respect that will affect us now and in the future.  
   The leaders are very excited that our Soul Surfer study 
started this last week. For the next four weeks, we will be 
studying the journey and reasons that God has made for 
us. You may think that the tough things are slowing and 
stopping your life, which sometimes may lead you to lose 
your faith in God. With this lesson, we are going to show 
students that that isn't the case.     
 Next month we are planning several fun activities such as 
a Saturday Snow Event, where we plan on going sledding, 
ice skating and a possible snowman competition. If Moth-
er Nature gives us snow to keep around, we will have our 
Sleigh Ride at the end of the month or the beginning of 
March. Keep your eyes open for information on the Win-
ter Retreat and future dates and times. 
 - Submitted by Alicia Tiemann 
 



February Calendar  
For more information on any of these events,  

go to www.firstgb.org or call the office, 437-4164.  

Wed. 1:  9:00 amðNIA Exercise  

11:30 amðBible Study 

5:45 pmðClub 509 

6:00 pmðMiddle/High School Youth Group 

6:30 pmðPraise Band Rehearsal 

Thurs. 2:  6:30 pmðKnitters Group 

Sat. 4:  8:00 amðFeed the Hungry 

  12:00 pmðYouth Snow Event 

  9:30 amðConfirmation 

Sun. 5:  8:00 amðWorshipðSouper Bowl Sunday 

  9:00 amðPraise School 

  10:15 amðWorshipðSouper Bowl Sunday 

Mon. 6:  7:30 pm - Recovery 

Tues. 7:  5:15 pmðNIA Exercise  

6:30 pmðFaithfully Fit 

6:30 pmðFaithful Gardeners 

Wed. 8:  9:00 amðNIA Exercise 

  11:30 amðBible Study 

  6:00 pmðMiddle/High School Youth Group 

  6:30 pmðPraise Band Rehearsal 

Thurs. 9:  11:30 amðWomenôs Fellowship Outing @ Clarion 

  6:30 pmðExecutive Council 

Sat. 11:  5:30 pmðDrama ñPotluck with the Artsò 

Sun. 12:                       8:00 amðWorshipðFriends Who Care Cookie Sale 

                   9:00 amðPraise School 

  10:15 amðWorshipðFriends Who Care Cookie Sale 

Mon. 13:  6:00 pmðDrama Team 

  7:30 pmðRecovery 

Tues. 14:  11:30 amðFriends Who Care 

  5:15 pmðNIA Exercise 

6:30 pmðFaithfully Fit 

Wed. 15:  9:00 amðNIA Exercise  

11:30 amðBible Study 

5:45 pmðClub 509 

6:30 pmðMiddle/High School Youth Group 

6:30 pmðPraise Band Rehearsal 

Sat. 18:  8:00 amðFeed the Hungry 

  9:30 amðConfirmation with Mentors 

Sun. 19:  CHILI SALE 

  8:00 amðWorship  

                   9:00 amðPraise School 

  10:15 amðWorship 

Mon. 20:  7:30 pmðRecovery 

Tues. 21:  VOTING 

  5:15 pmðNIA Class 

  6:30 pmðFaithfully Fit 

Wed. 22:  9:00 amðNIA Class 

  11:30 amðBible Study 

  6:00 pmðMiddle/High School Youth Group 

  7:00 pmðWorship 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

2  Kristy Pederson 

5  Rosemary Rasmussen 
 Dale Vollrath 
 Tom Brenkus 

6 Mason DeGroot 

7 Justin Rezek 

9 Amelia Maccoux 

12 Aidyn Dyer 

13  Kris Zacharias 
 Maya Darmawan 

14  Rosalie Tattum 
 Mason Schneider 
 Val Whitstone 
 Bill Pagel 
 Zach Goblisch 

15 Heather Dembroski 

18  Danielle Burroughs 
 Dan Mundt 
 Ethan Basche 

19  Audrey Salzbrun 
 Dennis Forrest 
 Chris Hellmann 

20  Michelle Schaefer 
 Joe Turner 

23 Nancy Kohrman 

24 Mike Meyer 

25 Nick Manning 

27 Hailey McDermott 

29 Brian Burroughs 
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Sun. 26:  CHILI SALE 

  8:00 amðWorship  

                   9:00 amðPraise School 

  10:15 amðWorship 

Mon. 27:  7:30 pmðRecovery 

Tues. 28:  5:15 pmðNIA Class 

  6:30 pmðFaithfully Fit 

Wed. 29:  9:00 amðNIA Class 

  11:30 amðBible Study 

  6:00 pmðMiddle/High School Youth Group 

  6:30 pmðPraise Band Rehearsal 

http://www.firstgb.org/
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CHILI SALE  

Sundays February 19 and 26  
 

Youôve enjoyed our cookies and pies, now try 
our chili! Available with or without spaghetti.  

 
Pre-orders for delivery due Wednesday, February 15  

Chili will be delivered ñhotò to your workplace for 
your noon meal (Monday-Friday 2/20-24) 

$3.75 bowl 
$15.00 Family size, serves 4 

 
For pre-orders contact: Barb Meyer (435-5135),  

 or Lori Burroughs (437-4164). 

 

O R D E R     F O R M 

Name_______________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________ 
 

Phone______________________________________ 
 

I would like to order: 
__________Bowls with spaghetti   $_________ 
__________Bowls without spaghetti   $_________ 
 

__________Family size with spaghetti  $_________ 
__________Family size without spaghetti  $_________ 
      
              TOTAL $_________ 

 

RETURN THIS FORM TO THE CHURCH OFFICE BY FEBRUARY 15 

 

[ŜǘΩǎ .ǊƛƴƎ /ƘƻƛǊ .ŀŎƪ 
Hello friends, 

As we started our fall season at 
First Church, we decided to give 
our Sanctuary Choir a break.  

 Since that time, numerous people from the congrega-
tion have asked if there was going to be a Choir this 
year. I think it is time to reorganize and start rehearsing 
again.  

  I am asking anyone who has been in choir or has 
thought about singing in an organized group to prayer-
fully consider joining us. I promise an evening filled with 
singing, musical education and wonderful fellowship. 

  I would like to reconvene on Wednesday February 8, 
at 6:30 pm. Please consider joining the Choir and mak-
ing a joyful noise unto the Lord. 

Sincerely, 

Dave Thaldorf 

Souper Bowl Sunday 
  

We can give hope to our hungry neighbors by contributing canned goods and cash on  

February 5, Souper Bowl Sunday  
At both worship services you will have an opportunity to bring in canned soup and make a  

donation to the Manna for Life Soup Kitchen. Think about how abundantly you are blessed and 
consider sharing with your neighbors in need. 

Mark your calendar. Do not miss this opportunity to be the hands of Christ. 

The Bible in 90 Days 
  Have you ever desired to read the entire 

Bible?   This is not an uncommon desire 

for Christians, but many never realize it.  

  It is not as hard as you think. The entire 

Bible can be read in 90 days!  The process 

will include: help tips from a special DVD, 

a workbook, support, encouragement and discussion with oth-

er participants. For an average reader it takes a 45 minute a 

day commitment. You can experience God through His Word, 

developing a closer relationship with Jesus. 

  The Program will begin on Sunday, February 5, at 9:00 am in 

the Meditation room (located in the lower level of the church) 

         Join us for an adventure of a life time. 

  To sign up or if you have questions contact Ruth Vollrath, Ed 

Keating or Barb Mamerow or check out the website 

                       www.thebiblein90days.org 

http://www.thebiblein90days.org


Manna for Life 
  
  Has God blessed you with a  heart of 
compassion for the hungry?  Do you 
like to bake? 
  Manna for Life Ministries offers a 

soup kitchen meal Monday through Friday. About 75 peo-
ple a day eat there at the beginning of each month, with 
numbers increasing as food assistance money runs short 
toward the end of each month. It takes about $600 a 
month to provide this program. 
  The first Saturday of the month at the Manna for Life 
Thrift Store on University Avenue, a bake sale is held be-
ginning at 9:00 am to supplement the cost of the soup 
kitchen's monthly meals. Each month they try to raise 
$150 to $200. They sell cookies, cupcake, muffins, pies, 
quick breads, bars and small cakes. The income from the 
sale could increase, if they had more baked goods. Please 
consider donating. Baked goods can be dropped off 
on  the Friday before the first Saturday or on that Saturday 
morning at  8:50 am.  
  Together you and I can make a difference in the world. 
 

 

 

 

   

  Meeting God in the Ruins is a devotional 

booklet required for the New UCC Mission 

Trip site in Roundup, Montana. A site that 

the Mission Strategy Team, Ellen Larson 

and Carol Hicks-Brown, thought God was 

calling us to attend.  

  Roundup, Montana, was all but wiped 

out with big floods last spring and summer. The projects and 

times are still being worked out but the need is there. Ranching 

and fencing was mentioned as possibilities. If you are interested 

in donning some dungarees and boots and heading west with 

us, please attend our informational meeting on Sunday,  

February 19 at 9:00 am or contact Ellen or Carol. 

  The tentative dates for the trip are August 11 or 18. 

 

  With the holidays past and a mild al-

most spring like weather, let us not for-

get the less fortunate. Their needs con-

tinue. This month we would like to draw 

attention to the needs of some of the 

groups in our community. Salvation Ar-

myτwe still have the food barrel locat-

ed in the coat room. Howe Resource Centerτneeds dia-

pers and Pull Ups at this time. Local schools clothing clos-

etsτhats, mittens, sweat pants, socks, underwear, etc. St. 

WƻƘƴΩǎ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊτblankets new or gently used, 

hand warmers, etc. They are also looking for groups to 

make and serve meals. Check out their website 

stjohnhomelessshelter.org or our refrigerator door in 

church welcome area. Post-Adoption Resource Center of 

Family Services of Green Bay has made a request for items 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ IƻƳŜέ ōŀƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎΣ ǇƛŎπ

ture frames, color books and crayons. 

  Please add your items to the collection box in the Wel-

come Area.  

 
Brown County Jail Ministries, in cooperation with Let Me 
Be Frank Productions, is offering you the ability to sup-
port compassionate ministry to jail inmates and their 
families and to have yourself a great evening of fun at the 
same time!  Join Frank and Cast as they transform the 
aŜȅŜǊ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ слΩǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ tŀǳƭ 
Parish. Laugh along with all the Peters, Pauls, and Franks 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ рлΩǎ ŀƴŘ слΩǎΗ  ̧ ƻǳΩǊŜ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǎƻƳŜ 
great music and laugh yourself silly!  The performance 
will be held at 8 p.m. on Friday, February 3. Tickets are on 
sale for $29 through TicketStar @ 494-3401 or 
www.ticketstaronline.com.  A portion of the proceeds 
from each ticket sold will go directly to Brown County Jail 
Ministries, Inc. See you there! 
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    Blanket Sunday  
  Womenôs Fellowship will host Blanket 

Sunday on March 18. Here is an opportunity to  

contribute funds to secure blankets for those in 

need. Prior to Blanket Sunday a raffle will be held, 

and you can purchase a ticket to 

win your very own fleece throw. All 

proceeds will be used to purchase 

blankets for those in need. 

POT LUCK WITH THE ARTS  

Saturday, February 11  

Food & fellowship will begin at 

5:30. The Talent Show at starts 

6:30 pm. Karaoke for all ages after 

the talent show. If you are interest-

ed  in sharing your talent or attend-

ing a great  talent show or if have any questions, 

please talk to John or Linda Cleereman. Sign up 

today. You wonôt want to miss this great event !!  
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Doing Life.  

 Doing Good. 

Lifetree Café Is Coming 

   We have been talking about this hour long conversa-

tion café for over a year. Now it is becoming a reality.  

On Sunday, January 15, our Lifetree Café Directors, 

Kelly Schulz and Tia Thomas led a kick-off presenta-

tion following both worship services. They described 

what Lifetree Café is and what it is not, as well as why 

it is important to our members, friends and future 

guests to the weekly conversations.  

   In addition, our Directors also informed people about 

the way this important ministry works. There are five 

different areas in which a person may be involved. 

They include the Host Team (those who lead each ses-

sion), the Friendship Team (people who prepare the 

space and welcome guests), the Communication Team 

(who get the word out) and the Out-On-A-Limb Team 

(a mission and outreach component of Lifetree). Yes, I 

said five. The fifth area is the ñSeed Groupò or people 

who agree to show up and participate at select ses-

sions. Each of these groups are essential to the success 

of Lifetree Café. 

   How close is it?  The Lifetree has been planted and is 

growing!  People are joining the teams and will be 

trained during the month of February. In March we 

will invite people to join us for ñsoft-openingsò intend-

ed to allow our leaders and church members to test 

drive the program. Then, during the week following 

Easter, the conversations will be open to everyone in 

the church and community. The scheduled date for the 

first, official Lifetree Hour will be on Thursday,  

April 12 at 7:00 pm. We hope to see you there!   

   If you have question, contact our church office and 

you will be directed to one of the leaders of Lifetree.  

In the next few weeks we will be sharing more and 

more information about Lifetree, including a Facebook 

page you can visit for updates. Before that time, you 

may also wish to check out the national Lifetree site  

at www.lifetreecafe.com to learn more about this  

ministry.  

�0�H�Q�·�V���1�L�W�H���2�X�W 
Date: Monday Night ð  

 February 13 

 6:00 p.m. 

Meet at THE RITE PLACE for food & fellowship!   

 
Call Ahead!!!  
     Call The Church Office (437-4164). 

 Let us know if you need directions or a ride. 
 

Please feel free to bring a friend.  

This is just a night for men. 

Note DAY & 

LOCATION 

change for 

February! 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Congratulation to Adam and Nicole 

Mixa on the birth of their twin daugh-

ters on December 3, 2011. Charli 

Madalyn weighed 5 lbs. 11 oz. and Carrera Inez 

weighed 4 lbs. 12 oz. Both are doing great at home 

after spending a week in NICU and have doubled their 

weight since birth.  

http://www.lifetreecafe.com/

