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A Farewell from YouthWorks 2010 Staff 

   Is it only two months ago that we rolled into the 
First UCC parking lot in our big red van? Have I 
really been sleeping on your couch and considering 
this church building my ñhouseò for only ten weeks? 
It amazes me how comfortable I am walking into 
the kitchen and grabbing a bowl of cereal or sitting 
in the pew with all of you, exchanging hugs and 
handshakes each Sunday morning. Granted, I still 
think that statue of Jesus is a real person every 
night when I come up the stairs, but I donôt think all 
the time in the world would fix that! 

   All of that to say, in one summer Heather, Jona-
than, Jerry and I have come to consider Green Bay 
our home. I credit that feeling to all of you at First 
UCC. When I first saw your building, I knew we had 
hit the YouthWorks! jackpot: beautiful, clean rooms, 
AC, a huge kitchen, and a perfect location. But it is 
youðthe body of UCCðthat I have thanked God 
for time and again. Thank you for the conversa-
tions, the treats, and the encouragement. God has 
used all those gifts to help us make it through a 
crazy, fun, and outrageous summer! 

Continued on Page 2 

 

 

 I donôt usually use this space to honor 
one of our members.  In fact, I have nev-
er used this space to highlight 
someoneôs contribution to our important 
ministry. Now for the ñbut.ò  

But . . . this oneôs for you, Kevin. 

    As you read this monthôs newsletter, 
you will find that itôs not up to the 
standards which we have come to en-
joy.  This is not a critique of our great 
administrative assistant or my abilities 

as a graphic designer.  It is a reminder of the gifts Kevin 
Kohrman shared to make our newsletter attractive, inter-
esting, colorful, and easy to navigate.  

   Those who knew Kevin know that he made life a lot 
more attractive, interesting, colorful and easy to navigate.  
Each step we took in putting this monthôs newsletter to-
gether reminded us of Kevinôs gift, not only to those who 
read this document, but to those of us who prepared the 
Tower News.  To say we will miss Kevin and his talent is 
an understatement. 

   As we all know, life goes on and we will have future 
newsletters.  They will never be the same without Kevinôs 
special eye and passion for perfection.  They will, howev-
er, be touched by the great leads that Kevin left for us.  

  Whenever a proof or final came to our office, I made an 
effort to say thanks for the great job.  I hope you will join 
me in saying a prayer of thanksgiving for Kevinôs life, es-
pecially as it was witnessed in our Tower News.   

Thank you all for the gifts you share at First Church . . . you are 
making a difference in the lives of so many people. 

   God Bless You! 

     Rev. Bob 

A MESSAGE FROM 

PASTOR BOB 

LAUBENSTEIN 

I Donõt Usually Do This, But . . . 



   Continued from Page 1 

   Over 500 middle school students have come through your 
doors and slept on your floors. They have worked at Paulôs 
Pantry, St. Vincent DePaul, the Boys and Girls Club, Santa Ma-
ria Nursing Home, the McCormick Home, Odd Fellow, Village 
Gardens, Howe Resource Center, Manna For Life, Salvation 
Army, and Goodwill. Some of them had the privilege of coming 
to your homes or helping alongside you at VBS. It has truly 
been a blessing to watch students leave their comfort zones 
and discover more of God as they give their time and energy in 
service of others. I could go on for hours sharing the stories of 
all the different middle schoolers who have told me how this 
week changed their view of service, Christ, and even them-
selves. As we say here at YouthWorks!, ñYea God!ò 

   For me, this summer has been a fresh and encouraging look 
at the body of Christ. Growing up, I think I had lost hope in the 
Church. However, as week after week has introduced me to 
Christians who desire to disciple students and teach them 
about Jesus, I have been overcome by the knowledge that God 
really does use fallible, messed up people like you and me to 
glorify Himself. I have been privileged to meet hundreds of my 
brothers and sisters and Christ and partner with them to help 
serve the Church. Not only have I seen young lives touched by 
Christôs love, I myself have been upheld by His grace and 
strength. After this summer I can say that without a doubt Christ 
loves His Church and continues to faithfully to make her into 
the beautiful bride He desires her to be. Itôs not always easy or 
comfortable, but Heôll get us there! 

   So, First UCC, this is goodbye for now. Iôm so glad that we 
are united by a bond that distance and circumstances cannot 
severe; Christ Himself is who holds us together. Thank you 
again for your love and encouragement. Youôve left a mark on 
all of our hearts and you can be sure weôll be praying for you 
and missing you! 

 

ñI thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers 
for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, 
that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to comple-
tion until the day of Christ Jesus.ò Philippians 1:3-6 

 

Until we meet again, 

Katie, Heather, Jonathan, and Jerry 
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The Vets Group Report: 

The Vets Group meets the 

2nd Wednesday of each 

month at 1:15 pm.  We are 

planning for these   

              up-coming important events: 

   1) The taping of Vets stories on September 18th from 

8:30 am to 12:30 pm.  Sign up for your slot in the office.  

There was a study done not long ago that said during 

WW II, only 2% of the veterans saw any combat.  That 

being said, then 98% of the veterans were in support of 

the 2%. Most veterans you know probably didnôt see 

any combat when they served. Never the less your sto-

ry is important.  We want you to share it with the rest of 

us.  Please take part in this project. 

   2) On November 6th, we will celebrate with a USO 

Show.   There will be music, a skit, other entertainment 

and of course an opportunity to share in a meal togeth-

er.  We invite everyone to participate. Watch the bulle-

tin, Power Point and newsletter for more details.  You 

wonôt want to miss this event! 

   3) November 7th, is the Veterans Worship Service.  

All Veterans are invited to attend.  If you know of some-

one, please extend an invitation.   

   4) The Vets group will be collecting items for care 

packages to be sent to service men and women.  If you 

know of someone currently serving whom you would 

like to have receive a care package, please let Tom 

Brenkus know. This collection will occur during the 

month of October but if you bring items in early there is 

a ñVets Collection Boxò in the office to donate. Items we 

need include: Travel size, baby wipes, foot powder, 

toothpaste, toothbrush, black boot socks, used DVDôs, 

disposable razors, powder form energy drinks, roll on 

deodorant, Clorox wipes, small size non-perishables: 

beef jerky, Skittles, Chex Mix and so on.  Thank you 

cards are also appreciated. 

 

2011 ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS ARE HERE 

Lots of 2 for 1 BargainsðFood, golf, bowling and more.  

Help support the Menôs GroupðSee Lori in the office or 

Dale Vollrath.  Still only $30 ($6 is a church donation). 

Good immediately through November 1, 2011. 

Thanks, 

Dale 

 Sign up for the 

Bridge Marathon on the refrigerator 

door or call Marilyn at 336 -7679  
 



Hi everyone! Just wanted to let you know how our mission trip 

went and to give you an idea of what we did just about every day.  

First, I want to thank everyone at our church, and also our friends 

and community that supported us financially and mostly important 

with prayer!  

  We left Friday, July 18, from the church parking lot and headed 

to Omaha, for the night. We headed to Colorado Springs and to 

the Garden of the Gods, a huge ñrock parkò where you can walk 

paths and trails all over all the rock formations. On Sunday, we 

headed up to a town called Littleton, just outside of Denver. Many 

of you may not remember what happened there, but if I say Col-

umbine, you will probably remember the tragedy that happened at 

the high school. We attended a church service at Columbine Unit-

ed Church of Christ. The church was very open to us and excited 

to see so many young people going on a mission trip. They 

served us breakfast even though we arrived unannounced. We 

participated in a great worship service, and said our goodbyes. As 

one church member said, ñYou gave me new hope in the youth of 

the world and if all the youth are like yours - we will be ok.ò   

   We had a great week filled with emotion, hard work, stress, 

teamwork, and most of all giving it all for God! Our ministries in 

Denver included picking up garbage, weeding gardens and curbs, 

helping out people from 8 to 90 years old, Salvation Army (Kids Club), painting houses, and washing cars at a nursing home to help 

the Alzheimerôs Association. Many of you may ask why do we send our youth all the way across the country to do the work that they 

could be doing in Wisconsin. Most of them do mission work here, but YouthWorks offers an opportunity for the youth to step out of 

their comfort zone. This is done through daily ñdevotionalsò a time where we can spend time with God and read some scripture and 

just talk to God. Our youth put away their distractions and made time for God.  After praying for our ministry sites, we departed for our 

tasks for that day. At the ministry sites, we not only worked but learned about the community, the people, and that specific ministry.     

   The people that we meet whether they are from another church or ministry site are the key to our growth in our walk of faith. These 

people varied from an 8 year old who attached themselves to our youth, to someone their own age sharing how they handle the pres-

sures of life and faith, or to an older person who is trying to save their church, to a veteran living in a nursing home who shares stories 

of living through the war or the great depression. These experiences helped to teams to really think and be thankful for what they 

have.  

   After our ministry sites we showered and refreshed ourselves with dinner. After dinner every night, we had some type of activity. For 

example we went to the mountains for a worship service, visited downtown Denver, went to a hip-hop worship service, and participat-

ed in a community picnic.  After evening activities, we partici-

pated in ñclubò - a time to sing songs, hear a message, and a 

time of reflection on the day with yeah Godôs.  When club is 

done, we have time alone with our church group where we 

can talk about our day. We share stories about the people 

that touched us that day and sometimes we just let it all out 

and cried of the emotions involved during the week. And what 

better place to do that then with your own church family? 

Then it is off to bed to rest and prepare for the next day of 

ministry.  

   I have been on 10 YouthWorks mission trips! Sometimes 

the trips might seem repetitive but each trip is different. This 

trip meant a lot to me personally, as I witnessed one of our 

youth on her very last mission trip since she graduated this 

year. It was very hard praying for her after washing her feet 

like Jesus washed his discipleôs feet. I also realized how im-

portant I am to all the youth, and sometimes just being there, 

or being the example they need is not enough. Dedication, 

love, time, and not giving up are some of the things I learned I 

need to really show them.   

   I want to thank my family at First Church again for your support. We canôt do anything without our church family who makes every-

thing possible through God. Thank You! Respectfully submitted by Brett Petrie 
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YOUTH MISSION TRIP 2010 
DENVER, COLORADO 



 Each year I send a note to ninth grade youth and their parents.  It is an 
invitation to participate in a ñConfirmationò class.  As most of you know, it 
is an invitation for the youth to ñconfirmò their commitment to follow Jesus 
and be part of His Church.  In most cases, parents have baptized their 
child as an infant, promising to raise them in the Christian community until 
they are old enough to decide for themselves to follow Jesus.  Confirma-
tion is that time. 

   Many ministers have questioned the purpose of Confirmation . . .  Iôm 
one of them.   After all, we treat Confirmation like a magic formula?  
                   

                   9
th
 grade + memorizing the books of the Bible + writing a      

                  grammatically correct statement of faith = Grown Up Christian 
 

   Besides, Iôm not so sure I want to be a ñgrown up Christian.ò  Iôve seen 
some of them and itôs not a very holy sight.  In fact, if you pressed me on 
it, Iôd rather stand up on Confirmation Sunday with a class of youth who 
call themselves Jesus Followers.   

   Soooo, although youth do meet together in a class, the lessons are 
more of an independent study format.  Youth are invited to do a series of 
exercises which involve their parents, peers and other church members.  
Rather than an exercise in memorization (which many of the parents ex-
perienced), these lessons challenge the youth to discover what they be-
lieve about God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the place of human beings and 
the purpose of the Church (yes, they write a statement of faith).  From the 
very beginning, this program seeks to develop a ñgrowing relationship 
with Jesus Christ.ò 

   NOW, Iôm not justifying this important program.  Iôm warning you.  Youth 
may ask to interview you.  A student may ask you to be a ñmentor.ò  I may 
ask you to speak to the class about the work you do or about your faith 
journey.  If this happens, be yourself, share your faith and be honest.  
AND . . . if you would like the opportunity to participate in this ministry as 
a mentor or teacher or interviewee, give me a call. 

   For now, however, as with every ministry, I am asking you to pray for 
our confirmation program and your youth. 

   God Bless You All! 

    Rev. Bob 

Conf i rmat ion Anyone?  

Page 4 TowerNews 

Small Group  

Opportunitieséééé. 
1. Small Groups are big thing at First 
Church! We are inviting small groups to 
share their mission with the rest of the 
Congregation at a Small Group Ministry 
Market Place. 

   The Market Place will be held on October 

3 in the community room between ser-

vices. Each group will be given an area to 

have their information set up.  Many of our 

new members are unaware of  the small 

group opportunities with in our church. 

2. Small groups will be given the opportuni-
ty to be ushers, greeters and/or host coffee 
hour.  Normally we provide these opportu-
nities to individuals and families but we 
want to now offer this to small groups. 
Hence our bulletin would read: Greeters- 
Faithfully Fit or Ushers-Faithful Gardeners 
or Coffee Hour-Friends Who Care.  Please 
let Pam Klumb know if your group would 
be interested in participating in this great 
opportunity to highlight your small group. 

3. Small groups are invited to sponsor a 
bulletin. Sponsorship only costs $15.00 
and helps to support the cost of printing the 
bulletin each Sunday. Your sponsorship 
can be in Honor or, in Recognition of, in 
Celebration of, or just because.  If you are 
interested, talk to Lori in the office.   

4. Reminder: A Small Group Leadersô Fo-
rum will be held on September 16.  This is 
an opportunity to share you small group 
experience and to learn something new.  
Please join us for an educational and fun 
event. Sign up in the office 437-4164 or via 
email: service@firstgb.org.     

 

Confirmation . . . Information! 

There will be an informational meeting 

on Saturday September 18th at         

9:00 a.m. for parents and youth who are 

interested in finding out more about this 

yearôs Confirmation Course. 

If you know that you will be participating 

in this class or if you have any ques-

tions, contact Rev. Bob at 437-4164 

MORE MISSION TRIPé.. 

   On behalf of our ñAdultò leaders on the youth mission trip.  I canôt 

thank you enough for allowing me to go on the mission trip.  Iôve been 

on a number of mission tripsðthis one was the best yet.  You should 

be very proud of the young ladies and gentlemen. 

   I wasnôt sure why the Lord wanted me to go on this mission trip.  Now 

I know why.  There was a lot of laughing, crying and sharing.  I tried to 

explain that we were a mission family and a family watches out for 

each other. 

   We are very lucky to have such quality future young adult leaders in 

our church family. 

ðð-Thanks again, much loveð-Mr. Jauquet. 
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September Calendar  
For more information on any of these events,  

go to www.firstgb.org or call the office, 437-4164.  

Fri. 3:  6:00 pm ï Non Member Wedding Rehearsal 

Sat. 4:  8:00 am ï Feed the Hungry 

  3:30 pm ï Non Member Wedding 

Sun. 5:  9:00 am ï Worship 

Mon. 6:  OFFICE CLOSED FOR LABOR DAY 

7:30 pm ï Recovery 

Tues. 7:    6:00 pm - Faithfully Fit 

  6:30 pm ï Faithful Gardeners  

Wed. 8:  11:30 am ïBible Study 

6:00 pm ï High School Youth Group 

Thurs. 9:  6:30 pm - Executive Council 

Sat. 11:  9:00 am ï Menôs Group Outing 

2:00 pm ï Womenôs Fellowship Tea & Setting 

Sun. 12  8:00 am ï Worship ï Grandparentôs Day 

  9:00 am ï Praise School  

  9:00 am ï Caffeine Commitment (High School & College) 

  10:15 am ï Worship ï Grandparentôs Day 

Mon. 13:  7:30 pm ï Recovery 

Tues. 14:  11:30 am ï Friends Who Care  

6:30 pm ï Faithfully Fit 

Wed. 15:  11:30 am ïBible Study 

6:00 pm ï High School Youth Group 

6:00 pmðDrama Team Meeting 

6:30 pm ï Choir Rehearsal 

7:30 pm - Praise Band Rehearsal 

Thurs. 16:  6:00 pm ï Small Groups Training 

Fri. 17:  7:00 pm ï Cup Oô Joy Benefit Concert 

Sat. 18:  8:00 am ï Feed the Hungry 

  8:30 am ï Vetôs Taping of Stories 

Sun. 19:  8:00 am - Worship 

  9:00 am ï Praise School 

  9:00 am ï Caffeine Commitment 

  10:15 am ï Worship 

Mon. 20:  7:30 pm - Recovery 

Tues. 21:  5:15 pm ï NIA Exercise  

6:00 pm ï Faithfully Fit 

Wed. 22:  9:00 am ï NIA Exercise  

11:30 am ï Bible Study 

6:00 pm ï High School Youth Group 

6:30 pm ï Choir Rehearsal 

7:30 pm - Praise Band Rehearsal 

Sat. 25:  Kitchen Use 

Sun 26:                        8:00 am - Worship (Bible Sunday) 

                   9:00 am ï Praise School 

  9:00 am ï Caffeine Commitment 

  10:15 am ï Worship (Bible Sunday) 

Mon. 27:  7:30 pm ï Recovery 

Tues. 28:  5:15 pm ï NIA Exercise 

6:00 pm ï Faithfully Fit 

6:30 pm  - Worship Team Meeting 

Wed. 29:  9:00 am ï NIA Exercise  

11:30 am ï Bible Study 

6:00 pm ï High School Youth Group 

6:30 pm ï Choir Rehearsal 

7:30 pm - Praise Band Rehearsal 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 Sam Mason 

2 Jerilyn Naffier 

 Deb Zich 

3 Kyrsten Burroughs 

5 Donald Salzbrun 

 Mary Kelly 

6 Keith Zelhofer 

 Charles Garvey 

8 Bruce Reines 

 Shirley Hoegger 

10 Rick Fuller 

 Tiffany Prorath 

11 Colleen Sedlacek 

 Ian Sedlacek 

12 Greg Meyers 

 Nick Gehm 

 Toni Derpinghaus 

 Cindy Schneider 

13 Brian Tomcheck 

14 Carol Rollin 

15 Jacob Thaldorf 

16 Bill Klumb 

18 Ruth Hunt 

 Carol Scott 

19 Steve Klumb 

22 Arnie Schaeffer 

23 Dave Pagel 

 Jane Laubenstein 

 Kyle Laubenstein 

26 Guy Meyerhofer 

27 Patricia Wayte 

 Todd Dembroski 

28 Corene Uher 

 Carolyn Crewe 

 Allie Loewe 

29 Heidi Loewe 

 Amy Meyerhofer 

 Robert Stoll 

 Ray Forrest 

30 Arnie Block 

http://www.firstgb.org/
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The Planned Giving Committee will be reviewing requests for the Spring 2010 disburse-
ment in mid April.   In order that all requests have ample time to be reviewed, we are 
asking for your request by September 30, 2010.   You will find in this newsletter a form 
for requests.   Simply complete the form with your request and leave it in the church of-
ficeéwe will do the rest!   This is a very exciting ministry here at First Church and there 
are several areas in which these funds are used.  The areas include: 

Outreach into the community. 

Wider mission of the United Church of Christ at home and overseas. 

Innovative ministries. 

Capital assets and improvement. 

Church related camping or leadership conferences. 

 

If you have a request which fits into these areas, please complete the form found 

in this newsletter and turn it into the church office before our due date! 

 

We look forward to receiving your requests for the Fall 2010 distribution! 

 

Serving in Christôs Ministry é. 

In Town Missions reports;   Thank you to all who donated school supplies for 
the Women's Service League.   Do you have Spirit  Wear from East High or 
Preble that you do not wear anymore? The Caring Closets, a student lead 
effort to meet the needs of homeless students is collecting these clothing 
items. Bring the clothes to the church office this month.   CROP WALK   Sat-
urday, October 2, 2010, 10 am  First Presbyterian Church on Ashland Ave.   
Attention walkers and supporters,   Sign-up envelopes will be distributed in 
September. Ask your friends and family to walk and donate to this effort to 
decrease hunger in our community and the world. Questions?  Contact 
Jeanne VandenElzen or Barb Snook 

 

 Happy Grandparents Day !

 
 

 Friends Who Care will host coffee hour in 
the community between services on  

September 12. 

Join them for a celebration of Grandparents 
day with cookies and milk. 

Hats off to Women

 

 
 The Womenôs Fellowship will host the 
annual Tea & Treats Event on Saturday, 
September 11

th
 in the community room at 

First Church. Sign up on the refrigerator 
door to host a table or Contact Barb 
Mamerow if you want to attend but not 
host.  All Women are invited to participate 

in this fun-filled fellowship event.   
Hats off to Women !! 

THE PIE SALE 

 

Pre-orders will be taken in September. Watch for order forms. 

Dutch apple pies must be ordered and paid for in advance.  

Pies will be available for pick up at church on Friday, October 

29, from noon to 5 pm and Saturday from 9 am to noon.  Any 

questions, call the office or Kris Block 497-7534 or Barb Meyer work 435-5135 or 

home 465-0517. 

Rummage 

saleééé 
The Womenôs Fellowship 

will be hosting a rummage sale 

October 22 and 23. 

Clean out your closets and bring your rum-
mage items to the church.  There is a desig-
nated storage area in the basement for your 

items. 
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REQUEST FOR ENDOWMENT/MEMORIAL FUNDING  

 

AMOUNT OF REQUEST:  $___________________FUNDLINE NUMBER #_____________ 

              (Bottom of page)  

NATURE OF REQUEST�²  What is it for?  

(Use lines below to describe project or item/items requested)  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PURPOSE OF REQUEST�± Why is it important?  

(Use lines below to describe the value of this program, project, or item to the ministry of First 
United Church of Christ and/or our wider ministry to the community and world*)  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

REQUESTED BY: ________________________________ PHONE :____________________ 

EMAIL: ________________________________DATE:_______________________________ 

APPROVED BY PLANNED GIVING: ______________DATE:______ _________________ 

APPROVED BY EXECUTIVE COUNCIL: ___________DATE: ________________________ 

 

*Our Planned Giving Policy lists specific guidelines for the distribution of funds.  Select one or more categories that your re-
quest fits into. The categories are as follows:  

 1.  Community Outreach     2.  UCC Wider Mission  

 3.  Innovative Ministries     4.  Local Capital Assets  

 5.  Camp/Leadership Scholarships    6.  Reinvestment  

 7.  Memorial Fund  


